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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplist. 
A PRACTICAL JLLUSTRATION OF THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE. 


No. I. 


THE volume, called the Bible, is furnished with abundant evidence, 
external and internal, that it was all “given by inspiration of 
God;”’ that those, who uttered and penned its contents, were guided 
by a pany inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Every part of it, 
therefore, is worthy of the most seriots attention, and the most 
candid study and investigation, For it is all «profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 
In this volume, is contained, among other things, a system of 
doctrines, which, in view of their nature, their tendency, and their 
adaptedness to the state of sinful men, are justly denominated the 
doctrines of grace. ‘These doctrines, as I shall hereafter attempt to 
show, and as may be seen by stating them, relate primarily. 
either to the Divine character; to thaf of men, in the sight of 
God; to that of Christ as Mediator and Savior of sinners;-.or to the 
nature and terms of salvation revealed in the Gospel. They are 
thus of primary importance to men. Some of the leading doc- 
trines in this system will now claim attention. They are these: 
the sovereignty and decrees of God; the total depravity of human 
nature; personal election; regeneration by the Holy Spirit; the 
divinity and atonement of Christ; the ‘Trinity in Unity; justifica- 
tion by faith; and the final perseverance of saints in holiness. 
These are both the leading and the most important doctrines con. 
tained in this system, or in the Bible. They are, also, as clearlv 
taught as any truths therein contained. Indeed, they are taught 
with so much plainness and perspicuity, that the truth of these 
doctrines, or that they are taught in the Bible, will here be taken 
for granted; and no time nor labor will he spent, to prove directly 
that they are true. 

But it is an undeniable fact, and one which is extremely painful 
to the pious fxind, that against no truths taught in the Bible are 
so many cavils made, nor so many apparently formidable objec- 
tions urged, as against these doctrines. Among those whe admit 
the divine authenticity of the Scriptures, and who even profess to 
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have experienced the religion of Christ, there are not a few, who 
deny, or, at least, doubt, the truth of these doctrines. There are 
not a few, also, who, although they are constrained to admit that 
these doctrines appear to be tau ght in the Scriptures, are disposed 
to doubt, and even to dispute, ‘their good tendency. They unite 
with the preceding class, so far as to affirm, that if the doctrines 
in question are t taught in the Scriptures, they are yet of a licen- 
tious, immoral tendency; that a belief in them is calculated to en- 
courage men in sin; or, at least, to excuse them in it. Such per- 
sons tiius bring the foul charge of encouraging, or of excusing, li- 
ceniiousness and immorality against the Holy Spirit; for they are 
constrained te admit, that He has taught these doctrines in the 
Scriptures, which they profess to regard as the rule of their faith 
and practice. 

But are these things so? Is such the tendency and effect of be- 
lieving these doctrines? In view of the objection, which has now 
been stated, these inquiries are very deeply interesting. It is 
thought to be a matter of very great, consequence, that the ten- 
dency and effect of these doctrines should be fairly exhibited; and 
that they should thus be presented as they are. My object, then, 
in these numbers, will be, so far as 1 am able, to give a practical 
illustration of these doctrines; that the truth, in relation to theiy in- 
fluence on the mind, may be seen, and that those who doubt may 
be persuaded to believe. ‘This illustration will be attempted, not by 
a chain of argumentation, drawn from Scripture; but by a view of 
their practical tendency, and by an appeal to facts in relation to their 
influence on those who fully believe them. 

{. By a view of their practical tendency; or of what effect a full 
belief in these doctrines is calculated to produce. 'To make this 
discussion perspicuous, I shall exhibit a brief view of the tendency 
of each of these doctrines separately. And, 

1. Of the sovereignty and decrees of God. This relates immedi- 
ately- to the Divine character, Admit. this doctrine, and God 
is on the throne. He governs all things. It gives a sanction to 
his law. If He is an absolute sovereign, all men are under obli- 
gation to fear, to honor, and to obey him. ‘This obligation, it will 
be seen, extends to men of all ages and desc riptions, in every 
place, and at all times; to parents, rulers, judges, princes, and 
Gospel ministers, as well as to children, servants and others in the 
subordinate stations of life In view of God’s sovereignty, all 
persons are under absolute, unceasing obligations to fear, honor, 
and obey him. This gives the law a binding force and authority. 
And if God has, in the exercise of his sox ereignty, decreed all 
things, and has done this according to the coansel of his infinite 
wisdom and goodness; thus acting agreeable to his holy nature; 
then all his purposes will stand; all his promises will be fulfilled; 
all his threatenings will be executed; and all parts of his govern- 
ment will be perfectly administered. On this ground, good men 
have the greatest reason to rejoice. God will keep, He will par- 
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don, own, and finally accept them; for he has promised to do this 
in his word, Qn this ground, wicked men have the.greatest cause 
to tremble. God will, if they continue in sin, punish them forever; 
for he has tureatened it injhis word; and they cannot escape, but 
by repentance. _In view of this doctrine, men may resi at all 
times satisfied; they may have the greatest confidence in the recti- 
tude and stability of the Divine government. While «clouds and 
darkness are round about him,” they may respond with the Psalim- 
ist, “righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne.” 
‘V'o all good men, therefore, it must be desirable, that a God of in- 
finite wisdom and goodness should have decreed all things. And 
what is better calculated, either to encourage good men, or to deter 
and restrain the wicked and bring them to repentance, than a full 
belief in the sovereignty and decrees of God? I proceed, 

2. To a view of total depravity. ‘This doctrine relates immedi- 
ately to the character of men in the sight of God. Admit it, and 
all men are rebels in his sight. If, then, this doctrine is true, all 
men have cause to be humbled in the dust before God. A_ belief 
of it is directly calculated to abase all their pride; to wither all 
their self-confidence and self-righteousness; to mar all the excel- 
lency of their boasted wisdom; to make them watchful over their 
hearts, over their tongues, and over all their actions, lest they 
should sin against God; and to make them feel their dependence 
on Divine grace to prepare them for heaven. It is also calculated 
to teach parents the solemn duty they owe to their children. Let 
parents feel that both themselves and their children are totally de- 
praved, and they will feel the consequent need of watchfulness over 
their children; of frequent, ardent prayer, for and with them; and 
of faithfully instructing and restraining them. Instead of coolly 
indulging them in any thing wrong, of palliating their misconduct, 
and of flattering them in their evil courses, as is too often the case, 
they would then feel constrained to bear testimony against sin, in 
every form, and to teach their children the fear of God, the neces- 
sity of praying te him, and of obtaining true religion. Indeed, a 
full belief in this humiliating doctrine is directly calculated to teach 
ali persons the necessity of having true religion themselves; of 
being born of the Spirit; of exercising repentance for sin, and 
faith in Christ; and of overcoming the sinful propensities of their 
depraved nature. Allow me then to exhibit, 

3. A view of personal election. ‘This doctrine relates immediately 
to the Divine character, and, in its operation, to the salvation of 
penitent sinners. One practical view of it is this. [ft ensures the 
sanctification and final salvation of some guilty men; of some of 
the apostate race of Adam. It makes the fact certain, that some 
shall be renewed, sanctified, brought to genuine repentance, and 
finally saved; for the elect are all chosen through sanctification of 
the Spirit and belief of the truth; chosen to be holy and without 
blame before Christ in love; predestinated to be conformed to his 
image. ‘This doctrine, therefore, affords encouragement to Gospel 
ministers to preach the truth: it also affords encouragement to 
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sinners to hear, attend to, and believe, the truth. It cuts asunder 
the bars, and breaks down the iron gates of despair, in which lost 
sinners must otherwise feel themselves confined; and gives them 
ground to hope, they may be renewed and saved. Another practi- 
cal view of the doctrine is, it exhibits in the most striking light, 
the goodness and grace of God; it reveals hfs unchangeable, 
eternal, and gracious purpose to have mercy on whom he will have 


merey; and thus affords the most sold reason, why all men should th 
love him supremely. It also teaches men, that without holiness el 
they cannot be happy; and thus assures them, that if they ever in- Si 
tend to escape endless misery, they must be renewed and sanctified; C 
they must believe aud cordially embrace the truth. Is this doc- W 
trine, then, of a licentious, immoral tendeney? d 
4. Of regeneration by the Holy Spirit. ‘This doctrine relates to E 
rhe Spirit, as the agent, and to sinners as the subjects of his opera- 0 
tion. It is also mseparably connected with the whole seheme of t! 
redemption. Admit this, and the Holy Spirit has an all-impor- i 
tant agency, in the salvation of them that are sanctified; and every 1s 
one is entirely dependent on his agency for a new heart. In view } 
of this doctrine, all men may learn to fee! their dependence on h 
God, and to ascribe all to him; they may learn, that their own ex- 
ertions to renew their hearts are all vain; and that all dependence { 
on themselves is equally vain. Hf it is the Holy Spirit that renews t 
the heart, then this work is an infinite blessing to all who are the t 
subjects of it; for it makes them infinitely better than they could i 


make themselves. It makes them holy; and will finally make 
them fit for the Kmgdom of heaven; fit for the society of saints and 
angels, and for the personal enjoyment of the Lord Jesus. It is 
also a great advantage to civil society. For it makes. the subjects 
of it great blessings to altareund them. It makes them far better, 
far more benevolent, useful and beneficent, than they ever would 
or could make themselves. And being thus renewed by the Holy 
Spirit, and having his image on their hearts, they are the objects 
of the Divine favor. For their sakes, and in answer to their | 
prayers, God often blesses whole communities; and makes these | 
favored individuals the instruments by which others are brought to | 
know and embrace the truth. Besides, this dectrine affords solid 
ground to the very chief of sinners to hope that they can, by the al- 
mighty power of the Hloly Ghost, be renewed and sanctified. Such 
is the proper tendency of a full belief in this doctrine. 

5. Of the Divinity and atonement of Christ. This is an all-im- 
portant subject in Christian theology; it lies at the foundation of 
the sinner’s hope. It has an immediate reference to the character 
and office of Christ as the Mediator and Savior of sinners. In the 
atonement of Christ, every lost sinner, every one who sees and feels 
his lost condition by nature, places all his hope of pardon; he rests 
his whole dependence on the merits of his death, who died on 
mount Calvary. Through his blood, he hopes and expects re- 
dempticn, even the forgiveness of sins. But the validity of Christ’s 
atonement, the eflicacy of his blood, rests entirely on bis Divinity. 
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It is this. and this alone, that gives the lost sinner peace, while be- 
lieving in Christ; it is this alone, that gives a lost, trembling, be- 
lieving sinner confidence and hope of acceptance through him. It 
is this alone, also, that renders him the chiefest among ten thou- 
sands, the one altogether lovely; that lays a proper foundation for 
supreme love and unqualified homage and reverence. And it is 
this alone, that can render him acceptable before the Father’s 
throne, in the high and all-important office of a Mediator and Inter- 
cessor. Were he not God manifested in the flesh, he could not be 
safely trusted as God; he could not intercede, nor protect, nor give 
consolation as Ged; nor could he be worthy of that honor and glory, 
which are due only to God. Again, another practical view of his 
divinity is this; it stamps a divine authority on all his precepts, 
Believe, according to plain Scripture declaration, that he is ++od 
over all, blessed forever,” and all his precepts are stamped with 
the whole force of Divine authority. ‘They are all indispensably 
binding. Let men fully believe, let them sensibly feel, that Christ 
is indeed Divine, and they would be constrained to honor him as 
God; they would not then dare to profane his name; to trifle with 
his peculiar attributes; to dispute his testimony; to despise his 
cross; nor to revile nor reproach his humble followers. No doc- 


trine in the Bible is more directly calculated to restrain all men, if 


they believe it, to subject them to divine authority, and to make 
them practically submissive, both to the truths and duties of relig- 
ion, and thus to make them like Christ, than that of his Divinity. 

6. Of the Frinity in Unity. This doctrine relates immediately 
to the Divine character; to the mode of the Divine subsistence. In 
the view of him who denies it, the Divine titles and works ascribed 
to the Son and the Holy Ghost, in the great scheme of redemption, 
must sink into mere phantoms of the imagmation. But let this 
mysterious doctrine be believed; let men, with the Bible in. their 
hands, soberly credit the testimony of God on this subject, and be- 
lieve because he declares it is so; and they will be led to see, and 
sensibly to feel, the inability of mere human reason to teach them 
the knowledge of God. It will bring the obstinate and long-contin- 
ued contest between human reason and divine revelation to a fair 
test and to a proper close. It will mar, and shade, and effectually 
silence, the boasted wisdom of this world, which knows not God; 
and teach men to bow with humble reverence to the Divine testi- 
mony; to feel their dependence on this testimony in order to learn 
truth and duty; to sit with Mary at the feet of Jesus; and there, 
With her, to take all the leading articles of their faith and the rules 
of their practice, from his record. If they believe this plain Scrip- 
lure doctrine, it must be on the credit of the Divine testimony; if 
must be, because Ged has plainly revealed it. And hence a belief 
of it is directly calculated to try the obedience of their faith; to cut 
loose their dependence on depraved human reason; and to encircle 
ihem within the safe limits of Scripture, as their only guide in mat- 
ters of faith and practice; to silence all caviiling and sneering at 
Guspel mysteries; to teach men their weakness and insignificance, 
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when compared with a Being of infinite perfections; and thus to 
teach them the all-important lesson, that God’s ways are not their 
ways, and that their thoughts are not his thoughts. No doctrine 
is better calculated to -humble all the pride and all the self-sufti- 
ciency of vain man, than that of the Trinity in Unity. A belief in 
it, therefore, must have a humbling, and thus a good practical ten. 
dency. It must bring men into submission to the testimony and 
authority of God. 

7. Of justification by faith in Christ. This doctrine relates im. 
mediately to the plan and terms of Gospel salvation; to Christ as 
the great object, and to believers as the subjects of faith. If this 
is true, all boasting is forever excluded; all distinctions between 
rich and poor, bond and free, high and low, honorable and despised 
among men, are entirely confounded. The Jew and the Gentile, 
the Pharisee and the Publican, the philosopher and the clown, the 
sage moralist and the abandoned profligate, all stand on equal 
ground before God, so far as relates to personal merit, and justifi- 
cation by their own works. ‘This view of the subject is well cal- 
culated to melt down the contempt of the rich towards the poor, 
and tosilence the envy of the poor against the rich; to humble all 
men in the dust before God; and to bring them naked, dependent, 
and guilty . as indeed they are, to the footstool of the cross. A full 
belief in this doctrine is also calculated to impart joy and peace to 
every true believer; to support and comfort him in view of the 
greatness of his sins; and to give him humble confidence that he 
can be pardoned and accepted. For it leads him to Christ in 
whom God ts well pleased, instead of leaving him to trust in his 
own imperfect righteousness for justification. It presents to his 
view a righteousness all-suflicient and complete; one wrought out 
and freely offered te bim. ‘This must give solid comfort to the 
penitent believer. Besides, this doctrine teaches men, if they be- 
lieve it, that in order to be justified before God, they must have 
faith in Clirist; that in order to escape the endless wrath of God 
and to find acceptance with him, they must have that faith in 
Christ. which works by love, which is the fruit of the operation of 
the Spirit. Let men seriously believe this doctrine, and they must 
sec, that unbelievers are hicirs of hell; that there is no safety while 
men are destitute of this faith; and that, of course, this faith 1s 
necessary and must be obtained. It now only remains to take a 
yrew, 

8. OF the final perseverance of saints in holiness. This doctrine 
lias a direct, immediate reference to the Gospel plan of salvation, 
under the covenant of grace. If this doctrine is true. there 1s a 
stability, an immoveable stability in the covenants, both of re- 
cemption and of grace, On flits cround, God will fulfil ail his prom- 
ises mate to Christ and believers. Christ will have a seed to 
serve him, as the reward of his sufferings; believers will be kep' 
through faith, unto salvation, and the church will be built up. 4 
royal priesthood, a holy nation. a peculiar people; they wil! make 
snown to the principalities and powers, in heavenly places, the map 
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ifuld wisdom of God. Here is solid ground of hope and consola- 
tion to all who feel their own weakness, and are reconciled to the 
terms of salvation by Christ. But deny this, and all is uncertain. 
The stability of God’s promises is destroyed. The unconditional 
covenant of grace, as it relates to true believers, is levelled down to 
a mere conditional, fallible covenant of works. No believer can 
pray in faith tor his own final salvation or for that of other believ- 
ers. This would destroy the confidence of all who now believe. 
But admit the doctrine, and good men have ground for confidence 
and for rejoicing in God. ‘They are kept by his power. They 
are encouraged to give diligence to make their calling and elec- 
tion sure. A belief init, therefore, must tend to strengthen and an- 
imate them in duty. And it must, when fairly considered, tend to 
alarm every impenitent sinner; it must teach him, that while he 
remains destitute of love to God, and of that faith which can lay 
hold of the promises, he has no Almighty Keeper, no one to pre- 
serve him from sin, nor from final ruin; but is every moment in 
danger of everlasting torment. 

‘bus I have taken a view of each of these doctrines separately; 
and have endeavored briefly to illustrate and exhibit the practical 
tendency of a full belief in them. I now ask, if the view which 
has been taken is not suflicient to show, that their proper tendency 
when they are fully believed, is favorable to the cause of practical 
godliness. Can there be any stronger, any more convincing 
and constraining motives to holiness, than aclear yiew of the char- 
acter and government of God; of the character and lost condition 
of men; of the character and office of Christ, and of the plan and 
terms of salvation? And do not the specified doctrines present 
these all-important realities in the clearest point of light? I close 
this number, by an appeal to the conscience of every candid reader, 
for the truth and importance of what has been exhibited. 

JUVENTUS. 


For the Pavoplist. 
ON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE TONGUE. 


Next to the understanding, the faculty of speech is perhaps the 
noblest natural gift, which God has bestowed upon man. But this 
blessing of God has often been perverted to the most unworthy pur- 
poses. It sometimes becomes one of the chief engines of Satan, and 
proves the occasion of extensive mischief, How inconsistent it is, 
that with the same organ a man should bless and curse; that it 
Should be used to warn people of the danger and temptations to 
which they are exposed, while it is made the instrument of leading 
others into temptation, and quieting them in a course of sin, which 
may issue in their endless perdition. 

1 will first point out some of the ways in which Christians are 
most liable to abuse this precious blessing, and then add some con- 
siderations to guard them against these abuses. 
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Christians must be sensible how often they have indulged them. 
selves in foolish and unprofitable conversation, having no proper 
object in view. ‘This is not calculated to promote either their own 
edification and comfort, or to benefit others. Ofevery idle word ay 
account mast be given in the day of judgment. I appeals - he con. 
sciences ef professed Christians, whether they have not lost much 
waluable time and many opportunitics of edificationin this way? It 
is truly lamentable, that even in the company ef pious and intelli- 
gent persons, trifling conversation of different kinds occupies so 
much time aud attention, whue things of vastly greater consequence. 
are overlooked. It is in some instances difficult te point out what 
aloes, and what dees not, come under the head of trifling conversa. 
tion. But there is no difficulty in deciding, that, when a number of 
professed Christians spend an afternoon or evening, without speak- 
ing scarcely a word about religion, or about what they can 
and shall do towards sending the Bible and missionaries to the des- 
titute in our own land or elsewhere, they are censurably inattentive 
to their duty. Sometimes conversation, which in itself does not 
deserve the name of trifling, becomes so from the subject occupying 
a larger portivn of time and attention than it ought, ‘There are 
many subjects of conversation in which Christians may unite with 
the men ef the world; such as the news of the day, the characters 
of rulers and candidates for office, anecdotes of different kinds, com- 
mercial intelligence, &c. &c. which become very unsuitabie for the 
intercourse of Christians, when carried beyond a moderate extent. 
Discussions respecting disputed questions in law, history, chronol- 
ogy, metaphysics, and sundry other branches of human knowledge, 
ought net te occupy too much of the conversation of Christians; 
because, in point of importance, they will not bear a comparison 
with those things, which ought to excite the greatest interest. Ina 
word, there are many subjects, not altogether unworthy the atten- 
tion of Christians, which, when they engross conversation entirely, 
deserve no better name than that of trifling speculations. 

I know of no way of trifling in conversation more unsuitable than 
that of talking about the family affairs of our neighbors. ‘This is 
sometimes carried to an odious length. ‘They, who deal much in 
this kind of talk, may well he called busy bodies, and intermed- 
diers in other men’s matters. St. Paul very pointedly condemns 
such persons, and St. Peter classes them with the grossest malefac- 
tors. 

Another abuse of this faculty, which Christians have much need 
to be on their guard against, is evil speaking. It is obvious that 
this includes speaking reproachfully or disrespectfully of others, 
without any suflicient reason, as well as falsely and slanderously. 

Envy, malice, vanity, selfishness, and anger prompt men to in- 
jure the reputation ef their neighbors. When a man is under the in- 
fluence of either of these principles, he is very apt to speak evil of his 
neighbor; and having done it once, he is likely to repeat it often, as a 
kind of justification of the first offence. He overlooks, in such 
cascs, all his neighbor’s good qualities, exaggerates his bad ones. 
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and imputes to him bad motives without evidence. It is insinuated, 
that his neighbor does not regard his word; that he has defrauded 
some one; or that he covers his crimes under his smooth tongue, or 
profession of religion. This is occasioned, perhaps, by a slight 
difference in sentiment, or by some small want of attention or civ- 
ility. Thus a harsh and unc haritable judg:cent is not only 
framed; but too often expressed in terms of sev erity. 

As conversation often turns upon the condact and sentiments of 
our fellow-men, Christians ought to be on their guard, how they 
speak on such subjects. They ; are too often ied astray before they 
are aware. 

Falsehood is another abuse of the faculty of speech. By this term 
is to be understood, not only direct violations of truth; bat every 
species of equivocation, which may be used to bring others to believe 
what is false. He that would scruple at telling a direct lie, might 
deceive others by means of the ambiguities of language. If this is 
not falsehood, it is very much akin to it. It is contrary te the 
godly sincerity which forms a part of the Christian character. 

Indecent conversation is another abuse of the faculty of speech. 
Every thing approaching to indecency, whether directly or indi- 
rectly, deserves severe reprobation, and is certainly abominable in 
the mouth of a professed follower of the Lord Jcsus. It is very seldom 
that professed Christians do shock our ears in this way; though it 
is common for the ungodly and profane to do it. Sometimes a 
Christian is tempted, by a witty saying, to transgress in this partic- 
ular; but whenever he does so, it gives the ungodly liberty to speak 
reproachfully of religion. 

There are other ways of abusing the faculty of speech. It is 
done by these opprobrieus words which stiv up anger; and by satir- 
ical, contemptuous, or ill-natured remarks, and insinuations. «A 
soft answer turneth away wrath, but grievous words stir up anger. 
The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright, but the mouth of 
fools poureth out foolishness.” 

It was proposed, in the second place, te add some considerations 
to guard Christians against the abuse of the tongue. 

What has been said, should show them how “inuch reason they 
have to pray, «Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth: keep the 
door of my lips.”’ 

1. Watchfulness and prayer are highly necessary to guard against 
the temptations, which you, my fellow Christians, are under, of 
speaking unadvisedly with your lips. Let it be renembered, how- 
ever, that the tongue is but the organ; and that it is out of the 
dhundance of the heart that the mouth speaketh. Hence you should 
Watch over the thoughts and imagmations of your hearts. You 
have had opportunity to be convinced, by sad experience, that 
thoughts intrude into your minds, which you do not wish to indulge, 
and which, if indulge d. become the cause of much sorrow. Is it 
not owing to a Wic ked heart, that the tongue becomes «an unruly 


vil, full of deadly poison: a world of iniquity defiling the whole 
Vou. XII. 68 
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body and setting on fire the course of nature, whilst it is set on fire 
of hell.’ Therefore watch and pray against this evil. 

2. The abuse of the tongue ts incompatible with the kaw of king. 
ness, by which we are bound to our neighbor. We are constrained 
by the example and positive injunction of Christ and his apostles, 
to be kind and tender hearted one to another. Did Christ speak evi] 
of his neighbor? «l.ct the same mind be in us that was in Chris; 
Jesus our Lord?” Did the apostles defame and speak evil of they 
neighbors? «Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor 
and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. And be 
ye kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving one another.” 

3. The pernicious consequences of evil speaking furnish a reason 
why Christians should guard against it. You have known it dis. 
turb the peace and harmony of whole churches and neighborhoods; 
excite animosities which have not been allayed till death; cause 
many to doubt the reality of vital picty; and ‘give occasion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme.” «Where there is no tale bearer 
the strife ceaseth.”? Can any man correctly estimate the mischie‘s 
which this practice has caused in churches and families, and among 
neighbors and friends: 

4. God has expressly forbidden it. Thou shalt not go up an 
down as a tale-bearer among thy people.” ‘Speak not evil, one of 
another, brethren.” «Let all evil speaking be put away from you.” 
Paul bade Titus to exhort his hearers, To speak evil of no man; to 
be no brawlers, &c. 

I observe, further, that this subject is calculated to convince men 
of the depravity and deceitfulness of the human heart. Slander, and 
defamation, and tale-bearing, which are not uncommon, argue a 
corrupt nature, and the necessity of grace to renew and sanctify il. 

Professions of religion are vain, when the tongue is not bridied. 
‘If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his 
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.” 
Can any person be a true Christian, and a tale bearey, and a slan- 
derer of his brethren at the same time? Let conscience do its office. 

E. 5. 


LETTER TO PERSONS WHO HAD SUFFERED A RECENT AFFLICTIO‘: 


My dear afflicted Friends, 

Your very affectionate letter, bearing the heavy tidings of thé 
death of one of our family, came to hand lately. The news was sole 
emn and affecting. May I be submissive to this dispensation © 
Providence, and thus be enabled to derive profit from this grea! 
bereavement. 

And what shall I say to comfort you, my dear friends, If J ca! 
offer any thing to support you under this grievous affliction, I shall 
most cheerfully do it. You know the blessed consolations of the 
Holy Scriptures. ‘All things shall work together for good to them 
that love God. Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
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joyous, but grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 
Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 

Sanctified afflictions become the most precious blessings, The 
Psalmist could say, **Before I was afflicted, [ went astray, but now 
have I keptthy word. It is good for me that I have been afflicted, 
that I might learn thy statutes.” 

I hope you will never be left to indulge one murmuring thought 
against that great and glorious God, who has seen fit to recal one 
of the many earthly comforts, which he has bestowed upon us. ‘God 
does not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men. Like as 
a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that love him.” 
God’s ways and thoughts are infinitely above ours, **Clouds and 
darkness are round about him, righteousness and judgment are the 
habitation of his throne.’’ In this afflictive Providence, God has 
acted wisely; he has acted the part of afriend. Could we sce as he 
sees, and were we possessed of a perfectly benevolent disposition, 
we should most cordially acquiesce in every thing which he does. 
Should we be so blessed as to awake in the likeness of Christ, all 
these mysteries in Providence will disappear; and we shall be per- 
fectly satisfied with all God’s dealings. «Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right?” O, my friends, let us exercise that confi- 
dence in our heavenly Father, which will enable us to say, «Not 
iy will, but thine be done,” in reference to all his holy dispen- 
sations. 

Even in this sore trial, we have cause to sing of mercy as well as 
of judgment, Though the circumstances of our dear A——’s death 
were peculiarly afflictive on some accounts, yet we cannot be suf- 
ficiently thankful, that his reason was spared, and that he appeared 
to be in so desirable a state of mind in his last moments. Have we 
not reason to hope that he was enabled to commit his departing 
spirit into the hands of the all merciful Savior? When I consider 
how greatly the trial is increased by his dying so far from home, 
and in the absence of all his connexions, the thought at once occurs, 
how much more painful it would have been to see him leave the 
world in a stupid inconsiderate state of mind, though in the arms of 
his dear friends. 

If he died in the Lord, he is blessed, and will rest from the labors 
and sorrows of this ruined world. If he died in the Lord, he can 
have no wish to return again to this imperfect state, though his love 
to his friends would be far greater, than when he was with them. 

There is another consideration, which should serve to assuage 
our grief. It will be but a little while before we shall follow our 
departed relatives into the world of spirits. We shall go to thems; 
but they wili not return to us. This, my friends, is not our home. 
«We have here no continuing city, or abiding place. We are 
strangers and sojourners, as were all our fathers. Our days on 
the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding.” After a few 
more struggles with the temptations aud sorrows of this sinfa! 
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world, we shall pass the Jordan of death, and enter on another 
state of existence, Let us take courage, and hold out a little longer, 
Our fife is but a vapor which appeareth for a little time, and tien 

vanisheth away. Why art thou cast down, O my soul: and why 
ait thou disquicte ‘d within me? hope in God; for I shall yet praise 
him, who is the health of my countenance and my God.” 

Let us not, my dear friends, indulge in that excessive grief, which 
will unfit us for present duty, and have the appearance of murmur- 
ing against the ailotments of an infinitely wise and holy Providence, 
Let us weep and mourn over our sins, which are the procuring 
cause of all the evils of this life, and which expose us to endless 
misery. How does the case stand, my friends, between God and 
your own souls? Have you an interest in Christ? Have you the 
testimony of a good conscience? Have you the joys of pardoned 
sin, and the comforts of daily communion with God? Believe me, 
that L have much anxiety for your spiritual welfare. I think I can 
say with the Apostic, «1 have great sorrow and continual heaviness 
in iny heart, for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.” 
{ creatly lament my unfaithfulness to you. Some months since I 
resolved to write you a long letter, and urge the importance of vital 
piety, in the most solemn and impressive manner I might be able. 
But, alas! while I delayed, one of the family has been numbered 
with the dead, and placed forever beyond the possibility of being 
benefited by any thing which we can do. I never can forgive my- 
self, that 1 did not urge upon him more faithfully the importance of 
a holy lite, and that L did not intercede more frequently, and more 
fervently, with a merciful God for his salvation. Since his death, 
it has appeared to me, that it would be an unspeakable privilege, 
could I spend one hour in prayer for his precious soul. 

Let me then exert you all to make immediate preparations for 
death. Be ye also ready, for at such an hour as ye think not, the 
Son of man cometh.” Some of you have made a public profession 
of religion, Examine into the grounds of your hope. Have you 
built upon the rock of eternal ages, or upon the sand. «It is not 
every one that saith, Lord, Lord, that shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.” 

Among the ten virgins there were five foolish. How solemn the 
consideration! Where is our evidenc e, that we belong to the best 
half ofthe church? ut, you may ask, what is the criterion, by 
Which we may try our hope? 1 answer, a holy life. If you do 
habitually live in a spiritual frame of mind; conscientiously per- 
form every known duty; and grow in conformity to God, it will be 
evident, that «you have passe i from death unto life.” Butif it be 
not your leading motive to glorify your Maker; if you have no 
heart to dwell upon the great mysteries of godliness; but can find 
satisfaction in the pursuits and vanities of this world, you have 
no reason to suppose that you belong to that «little flock, to whom 
itis the Father’s good pleasure to give the kiagdom.” We cannot 
serve God and mammon, «If any man love the world, the love of 
ihe Father is not in him.” © be persuaded to aveid every place, 
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and every thing, which will be likely to damp your ardor in the 
service of God, and hinder your growth in grace. Dare to come 
out from the world and be separate.” Dare to be singular. Dare 
to be religious. Jet nothing divide your affections. 

And I earnestly wish that those of you, who have not made any 
profession of religion, Would repent without delay, and begin a new 
life. **Choose this day whom ye will serve.” ’ «Now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” «Do not give sleep to 
your eyes nor slumber to your eye lids,” till your peace is made 
with God. How can you trust your eternal all, upon the bare pos- 
sibility, that you shall live to repent of those sins, which you are 
now committing? Are you acting a wise part? Could you justify 
yourselves in a dying hour, for ‘delaying repentance a single mo- 
ment? O be exhorted ‘to consecrate yourselves immediately to God, 
and expend the remainder of your days in the exalted and delight- 
ful work of religion. But if you still neglect the great salvation, 
and presume on the abused patience of God, you do it at the peril of 
your own souls. QO be wise for yourselves, and live as you will 
have reason to wish you had done, when you enter eternity. £ 
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and give you an inheritance among them that are 

anctified, Your sincere friend, * % 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
ON THE DANGER OF SINFUL HABITS. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
SIR, 

YN a careful examination, I have been led to assign, as a principal cause of the increase of 
wickedness at the present time, the want of fi amily religion, and a disregard to the com- 
mands of Scripture in general; particularly to those which. respect the religious educa- 
tion of youth, and the importance ot training them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. If youshould judge the following paper calculated to promote the objects 
of your valuable Magazine, you are at liberty to insert it. 


‘Tune Holy Scriptures not only prohibit every breach of the divine 
commands, as being a sin infinitely displeasing to God, but they 
r espe cially warn all to beware of sinful practices, on account of their 
Jardening nature, and the danger resulting from the force of vicious 
habits. The natural propensity of man to evil, and the established 
inethod of training the mind to virtue and religion, render the 
early acquisition of virtuous habits of essential importance. Obser- 
vation and experience teach us, that the intluence of habits on the 
mind, as well as the body, is scarcely less powerful, than the 
strongest propensities of our nature. As habits are formed by pre- 
vailing practices, the character of every person is justly to be esti- 
mated according to these practices, which he indulges. ‘The con- 
tinued practice ofa course of conduct contrary to the will of God, 
‘Ss What constitutes a sinful habit. 
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Although neither age nor education can secure any from the dan- 
ger of acquiring evil habits, yet the future character of every per- 
son usually depends on the principles implanted, and the habits 
contracted, in youth. Observation and the word of God teach us, 
that if children are not instructed in the truths and practice of 
morality and the Christian religion, they usually acquire sinful 
habits; which. in time, become so confirmed, that they are seldom 
afterwards subdued, and never totally eradicated in this life, 
although the persons themselves are made the subjects of the saving 
grace of God. ‘The promises contained in the Bible are expressly 
in favor of those, who are brought up in the fear of God. **Train 
up a child in the way he should. go, and when he is old he will not 
depart from it.” ‘Phere is no divine promise, that children who | 
have not been brougit up in the fear of God, will ever afterwards 
walk in the paths of truth and righteousness. ‘That some few indi- 
viduals, whe are confirmed in sinful habits, and have not been 
taught the divine law, have been reclaimed by the sovereign grace 
of God: er that others, who have in early life enjoyed all the 
advantages of a religious education, do sometimes lead profligate 
lives, in no degree makes void the conmands of God. 

When persons have not been early taught the principles of moral- 
ity, and religion, and profiigate habits become confirmed, religious 
instraction and reproofs generally make little impression on the 
mind, it being unac quainted with those subjects, and the passions 
being under the control of sinful habits. But those who pursue 
Vicious practices, after having had a Christian education, are 
oftener reclaimed, as a knowledge of the pr incip: es of divine truth 
still exists in the mind. "The adv antages of a religious education 
are undoubtedly sometimes lost, for the want of a suitable exercise 
of parental anthori ity, and restraint. Parents are often enabled by 
their advice, and commands, to prevent or remove the sinful prac- 
tices of their children; but when they retain such practices till they 
arrive to adult age, and become released from parental restraint, 
all human means are usually found insuflicient to reclaim them. 
The necessity of training up youth in the fear of God, and the dan- 
serous tendency of sinful practices, may be inicered from the 
memorable words of the prophet Jeremiah: «Can the &thiopian 
change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good. 
that are accustomed to do evil.” 

The experience of every age testifies the difficulty of effecting 2 
veformation of the morals of individuals and communities, when 
ence they are become inveterate in sin. Liew seldom are persons 
reclaimed. who have long been accustomed to habits of intemper- 
ance. profane swearing, sabbath-breaking. and other immoral 
practices? When hes sical and erroneous opinions have long been 
embraced, it is equaily rare that they have ever been expelled from 
the mind. So baneful is the influence of siniul practices, that jp o- 
fessors of religion are usually apt to be beset with those vices. to 
which they were once mest accustomed. To this cause, and ‘he 
want of Gospel instruction and discipline in youth, are principally 
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to be ascribed that selfishness, and that narrowness of spirit, (so 
inconsistent with the Christian character,) teo often manifested by 
srofessing Christians, in their intercourse with their fellow men. 

If the promises made to parents in Scripture, respecting the future 
moral character of their children, are on the express condition of 
their being brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, we 
are not to expect a fulfilment of them, without a compliance witii the 
terms. Since the moral ind religious character of all so much 
pra on the early knowledge, and practice of virtue and religion, 

t becomes a duty of the utmost importance to the happiness of indi- 
videlt' ind’ communities, that parents, and guardians, train up 
their children and dependants, in the fear and service of God. Lt 
is evident from the Sacred Scriptures, and our own observation, 
that moral degeneracy aid irreligion in societies, and nations, arc 
originally owing to a decay and want of family religion, and goy- 
er nment; and to a neglect in the family of practising and tcaching 
thie commands of God. Mankind are required to obtain a knowl- 
edge of the Divine law, and to lay it up in their hearts. «And 
these words, which i command thee this day, shail be tu thine 
heart. And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy chiidren, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and wien thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest 
up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they 
shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them 
upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.” 


No duty is more clearly, nor more strongly enforced, than that 


heads of families should keep the law of God at all times, and in all 
places, uppermost in the mind; and teach it diligently to their chil- 
dren. By far the greater part of heads of families, who now com- 
pose society, are evidently more anxious to train up their children, 
according to the fashion of this world, than in the fear and service 
of God. If the commands of God are at any time taught in fami- 
hes, they are too often considered more as trite fables, than as an 
unerring rule of duty. For want of family religion, a great pro- 
portion of those who live under the light of the Gospel, are shame- 
fully ignorant of the divine comman dls, and of the principles of the 
Christian religion. So long as children are trained up to esteem the 
profits, and the pleasures of this world, more thaa the love and ser- 
vice of their Creator, it is no cause of wonder, that they are desti- 
tute of-a relish for moral and religious instruction; and that every 
species of wickedness abounds amongst us. ‘The minds of those, 
who have not been instructed in true godliness, become either per- 
verted by heresy, or callous to impression by a series of wicked- 
ness; or else so ignorant and debased, as scarcely to be susceptible 
of influence from religious motives. 

Vo the general prevalence of sinful habits, and to the want of a 
Christian “educ ation, are undoubtedly, in a great measure, to be 
attributed, the ill success frequently attending the ordinary means 
of grace, and the inefficacy ef Moral Societies. Some are indeed 
reclaimed, who have been long inured to wickedness; but how smuail 


— a 
=> 
— 


= ass 


Se Se 


-— 7 


—— 
Qs 


My > = 
Se er ee 


= . nS . ae 
ee ~ ee en: 


ihe 


omnes a PSE Sos 
LUD BS "e 3 


ee Slee 
Ee 


pe 
ia 


tet cee ae 


ay 
vy. 
















































































544 Proposal for an Annual Contribution. Dec. 
is the number compared with those who are lost in endless perdi- 
tion. According to the scriptural account of the moral transac. 
tions of men, and the means by which they are to be taught the 
fear of God, it is to be apprehended that iniquity will continue to 
abound, and that endeavors fo produce a general reformation of 
morals will prove ineffectual, so long as our youth continue to be 
bred in ignorance of their duty to God, and to each other. The 
word of God gives us reason to conclude that it is in vain to @xpect 
a righteous people unless children are trained up it the nurture, and 
admonition of the Lord. How essential is it to the happiness of indi- 
viduals and families, and to the welfare of the community, that 
every sinful action. and all erroneous opinions, be early corrected 
before they become inveterate by habit. Equally important is this 
subject, in a national point of view. National sins are but the prev- 
alence of wickedness in individuals, A reformation is, of course, 
to be effected only by an increase of virtue in individuals. If par- 
ents and guardians would faithfully discharge the duties they owe 
to their children, and dependants, in a manner agreeable to the com- 
mands of God, the means of religious instruction would then become 
much mote effectual. Greater benefits would result from the 
preached Gospel, and the various efforts now making for the 
reformation of morals, and the advancement of religion. 


T. ©. 


uR. EDITOR, 
WiLL you assign a column in the next Panoplist to the foliowing 


PROPOSAL FOR A STATED ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION IN OUR CHURCH- 
ES, TO PROMOTE THE CAUSE OF MISSIONS; ADDRESSED TO MIN- 
ISTERS AND CHRISTIANS. 


Dear Brethren, 
Have we done all we could, to extend the saving knowledge and 
benign influence of Christianity? It is true, much, comparatively 
very much, has recently been done in this work of the Lord. 
Associations in great numbers, and composed of warious classes in 
societys have been formed; and large sums of money have been col- 
lected and appropriated to the benevolent purpose of spreading the 
Gospel among mankind. But still the sphere of operation and the 
energy of exertion may. and must, be greatly increased, before the 
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord. Now there 
are in the religious community a large number of persons, who 
have a disposition to contribute something to promote this cause; 
who are so situated, that they cannot conveniently become mem- 
bers of Bible and Missionary Societies. Ought not some plan to 
be devised, therefore, which will afford an opportanity for this large 
class of pious people to make at least an annual offering to the 
Lord? After much thought, and some conversation with others, on 
ile subject, I beg permission to propose the following, as the most 
convenient and productive plan. 








teed 


1816. The Converted Algerine. 545 


1. On the first Sabbath of each year; let a Contribution be made 
in all our religious societies. 

2. “hat the members of each society may be prepared to con- 
tribute according to their abilities and wishes, let the subject be an- 
nually proposed on the preceding Sabbath. On this occasion let 
some Bible or Missionary Society be named, (say The imerican 


bible Society,” or one of its uxiliaries—**The American board of 


Commissioners for Foreign Missions,” or one of its tuxiliaries—** The 
American Society for Educating Pious Youth for the Gospel Ministry,” 
or one of its Auxuiarees—Or some Society for Domestic Missions, ) to 
the ‘'reasurer of which the unappropriated money, collected, will 
be transmitted; leaving any individual, however, to designate, by 
writing on a paper enclosing his donation, any other Society, to the 
funds of which he may prefer to contribute. 

S$. On the day of contribution let a discourse be delivered, appro- 
priate to the occasion, in the forenoon; and let the contribution be 
taken at the close of public worship in the afternoon. 

4. After the Deacons, or a Committee appointed for the purpose, 
lave transmitted the money collected, let them, at some mecting of 
the parish, exhibit a report of their doings with their receipts. 

This plan, should it be generally adopted, would probably pro- 
duce several thousand dollars annually in this commonwealth alone; 
and, if extended through the United States, 2 sum perhaps equal 
to that, which is now raised by every other method of promoting the 
missionary cause. The thought. that the whole religious public 
were about to make their offering at the same time, would have a 
powerful effect on the pious mind, and produce among Cliristians a 
holy emulation. Beside, the first Sabbath in the year is a pecu- 
liarly solemn and interesting period. ‘The pastors of churches are 
then usually with their own flocks; the shortness of life and the in- 
terests of eternity are strongly felis; and every devout Christian 
feels the importance of doing quickly, what he has to do,—what he 
ought to do—what he can do, for the salvation of his fellow men. 

Brethren, let us try the experiment. Let us act together. Let 
us Commence with the approaching year. By this benevolent ex- 
ertion, let us make it “a happy .Wew Year,” indeed. 

CHRISTIANUS. 


THE CONVERTED ALGERINE. 


14k following narrative was committed to writing by an aged clergyman in Virginia, 
vid is communicated for publication by a missionary of kKaown character. Its au- 
thenticity may be relied on.—It is introduced by the writer with the following para- 
vraphs. 

“I have long been of opinion, that even the short account I am able to give of Salem 

the Algerine, is worth preserving; and suppose that no person now living is able to 

give so full an account of him as myself, not having had the same means of inform- 

vuion. WhenTI had committed this account of Salem to writing, I thought it not im- 

proper to add that of the Negro, in Henrico, because it bears in one respect, a 

considerable resemblance to the other. 

“Had Salem ever recovered his reason, so far as to be able to write his own history, 
«nd give an account of ali the tender and interesting cireumstances of his story, i: 
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wold undoubtedly have been one of the most moving narratives to be met with.— 
All I can write is the substance of the story as related to me, most of it many years 
ago. Ihave been careful to relate every particular circumstance [ could recollect, 
worthy of notice, and make no additions, and very few reflections of my own. [ 
publish these narratives at this time for the sake of a few observations, which they 
naturally suggest, aud which I think seasonable at the present day.” 


ApovT the close of the war between France and England, in 
Virginia commonly called Braddock’s war, a certain man, whose 
name, as l have been imformed, was Samuel Givins, then an in- 
habitant of Augusta county in Virginia, went into the woods, back 
of the settlements, to hunt wild meat for the support of his family; 


“a practice-whieh—neeessityrenders-customary for the settlers of a 


new country. He took more than-one horse with him, that it 
might be in his power to bring home his meat and skins. As he 
was one day ranging the woods m quest of game, he cast his eyes 
into the top ofa large fallen tree, where he saw a living creature 
move.—Supposing it to be some kind of wild beast, he made ready 
to shoot it. but had no sooner obtained a distinct view, than he 
discovered a human shape, which prevented the fatal discharge — 
Going to the place, he found a man in a most wretched and piti- 
able situation; his person entirely naked, (except a few rags tied 
about his feet.) and almost covered over with scabs, quite ema- 
ciated, and nearly famished to death.k—The man was wnacquain- 
ted with the Euglish language, and Givins knew no other. No 
information, therefore, could be obtained, who he was, whence he 
came, or how he was brought into a state so truly distressing. 
Givins, however, with the kindness of the good Samaritan, tuok a 
tender care of him, and supplied his emacrated body with tne best 
nourishment his present circumstances would afford. He pru- 
dently gave him but little at a time. and increased the quantity as 
his strength and the power of digestion increased. In afew days, 
the man recovered such a degree of strength as to be able to ride 
on horseback. Givins furnisled lim with one of those he had 
taken with him to carry home his meat, and conducted him to 
Capt. (afterwards Col.) Dickerson’s, who then lived near the 
Windy Cave. Dickerson supplied his wants, and entertained 
him for some mouths, with a generosity that is more common with 
rough back-woods-men, who are acquainted with the hardships of 
life, than among the opulent sons of luxury and ease. 

The poor man considered that he had no way to make himself 
and his complicated distresses known, without the help of lan- 
guage:—lhe therefore resolved to make himself acquainted with the 
English tongue, as scon as possible. In this. his progress was 
surprising; he procured pen, ink and paper, and spent much of his 
time in writing down remarkabie and important words, pronoun- 
cing them, and getting whoever was present to correct his pro- 
gunciationn By his indefatigable application, and the kind as- 
sistance of Col. Dickerson’s family. he in afew months was so far 
master of English. as to speak it with considerable propriety.— 
When he found himself swlicieutly qualified for communicating 
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his ideas, he gave the Colonel and others, a most moving narra- 
tive of his various unparalleled misfortunes. He said his name was 
Salem; that he was born of wealthy and respectable parents in 
Algiers; that when a small boy his parents sent him to Constan- 
tinople, with a view to have him liberally educated there; and that 
after he had spent several years in that.city, in pursuit of learning, 
he returned to Africa to see his parents.—Afier spending some 
time at home, he took Jcave of his parents, with a view to return 
to Constantinople to finish his education. ‘The ship in which he 
embarked was taken by a Spanish man of war or privateer, and 
Salem thus became a prisoner of war—The Spaniards were at 
this time in alliance with France against England. Falling in 
with a Breach ship. New Orleans, they put him on beard 


this vessel, which carried him to the place of its destinatien. 


After living some time among the French at New Orleans, they 
sent him up the rivers Mississipi ard Ohio to the Shawanee towns, 
and left him a prisoner of war with the Indians, who at that time 
lived near the Ohie. ‘There was at the same time a white woman, 
who had been taken from the frontiers of Virginia a prisoner with 
the same tribe of Indians.—Salem inquired of ber by signs, whence 
she came. The woman answered by pointing directly towards 
the sun-rising He was so far acquainted with the geography of 
America as to know, that there were English settlements on the 
eastern shore of this continent; and he rightly supposed the womav 
had been taken prisoner from some of them. Having received 
this imperfect information, he reselved to attempt an escape from 
the Indians to some of these settlements. ‘This was a daring at- 
tempt, for he was an entire stranger tothe distance he would have 
to travel, and the dangers which day in bis way: he had no pilot 
but the sun; nor any provisions for his journey; nor gun, ammu- 
nitions. or other means of obtaining them.—Being thus badly pro- 
vided for, and under all these discouraging circumstances, he set 
out on his arduous journey through an unknown mountainous 
wilderness of several hundred miles.—Not knowing the extent of 
the settlements he aimed at, he apprehended danger of missing 
them, should he turn much to the north or south; and therefore 
resolved to keep as directly to the sun-rising as he possibly could, 
whatever rivers or mountains might obstruct his way. ‘Through 


all these difficulties, Salem travelled on, until the few clothes he 


had were torn to pieces by bushes, thorns and bviars.—These. 
when thus torn and fit for no other service, he wrapped and tied 
about his feet to defend them from injuries. Thus he travelled 
naked, unt fis skin was torn to pieces with briars and thorns, 
his body emaciated, his strength exhausted with hunger and fa- 
tigue, and his spirits sunk under discouragements.—All he had to 
strengthen and cheer him was a few nuts and berries he gathered 
by the way, and the distant prospect of once more seeing his na- 
tive land. But this pleasing prospect could animate him no long- 
er, nor could these scanty provisions support him.—His strength 
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failed, and he sunk into despair of every thing, but ending a 
miserable life in a howling wilderness, surrounded by wild beasts! 
Finding he could travel no farther, he fixed upon the top of the 
tree where Givins found him, as the spot where his sorrows and 
his life must end together. But God, whose providence is over all 
his creatures, had other views.—While Salem was dying this lin- 
fering painful death, and was scarce able to move his feeble limbs, 
relief was sent him by the beneficent hand of Givins.—He is again 
restored to life, and hope cnce more revives and animates his 
sinking heart. 

No doubt Col. Dickerson was sensibly touched with this moving 
tale of woe, and the generous feelings of his humanity greatly 
increased. I infer it from his conduct; for, he furnished Salem with 
a horse to ride-—treated him as a companion—and took him to visit 
the neighbors and see the country. He accompanied the Colonel 
to Staunton, where the court of Augusta county sat; and where 
the inhabitants of the county were assembled, it being court day. 
Among the rest was the Rev. John Craig, a Presbyterian minister 
of the Gospel, who resided a few miles from town, When Salem 
saw Mr. Craig he was struck with his appearance, turned his par- 
ticular attention to him. and after some time came and spoke to 
him, and intimated a desire to go home with him. Mr. Crai 
welcomed him to his house, and then, or afterwards, asked him 
why he desired to go home with him in particular, being an entire 
stranger whom he had never seen before. Salem replied: 

« When Twas in my distress, }once in my sleep dreamed that 
I was in my own country, and saw in my dream the largest as- 
sembly of men my eyes had ever beheld, collected in a wide plain, 
all dressed in uniform, and drawn up in military order, At the 
further side of the plain, almost at an immense distance, I saw a 
person whom [ understood to be one of great distinction; but by 
reason of the vast distance he was froi me. I could not discern 
what sort of a person he was. IT only knew him to be a person of 
great eminence. I saw, every now and then, one or two of this 
large assembly attempting to go across the plain to this distin- 
guished personage: but when they had got about half way 
over, they suddenly dropped into a hole inthe earth; and 1 saw 
them no more. Lalso imagined that I saw an old man standing 
by himself, at a distance from this large assembly; and one or 
two of the multitude applied to him for direction, how to cross the 
plain with safety: and all who received and followed his directions 
got safe across. As soon as I saw you,” added Salem, «I knew 
you to be the man whe gave those directions: and this has con- 
vinced me that it is the mind of God, that I should apply to you 
for instructions in religion.—It is for this reason I desire to go 
home with you. When I was among the French, they endeavored 
to prevail on me to embrace the Christian religion. But as I ob- 
served they made use of images in their religious worship, I 
looked on Christianity with abhorrence;s—such worship being in 
my opinion idolatrous.” . 
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Mr. Craig cheerfully undertook the agreeable work he seemed 
called to by an extraordinary providence. He soon found that 
Salem understood the Greek language, which greatly facilitated 
the business. He furnished a Greek “Testament; Salem spent his 
time cheerfully in reading it; and Mr. Craig his leisure hours in ex- 
plaining to him the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the space of about 
two weeks he obtained what Mr. Craig esteemed a competent 
knowledge of the Christian religion. He went to Mr. Craig’s 
house of worship, made a public profession of Christianity, and was 
baptised in the name of the adorable ‘Trinity. 

Some time after this, Salem informed Mr. Craig, that he was 
desirous to return to his native country, and once more see his pa- 
rents and friends. Mr. Craig reminded him, that his friends 
and countrymen, being Mahometans, entertained strong prejudices 
against the Christian religion; and that, as he now professed to be 
a Christian, he would probably be used ill on that account; and 


that here in America he might enjoy his religion without disturb-. 


ance: to which Salem replied, that his father was a man of a good 
estate, and he was his heir; that he had never been brought up to 
!abor, and knew no possible way in which he could obtain a sub- 
sistence; that he could not bear the thought of living a life of de- 
pendence upon strangers, and being a burden to them; that he 
was sensible of the strong prejudices of his friends against Chris- 
tianity; yet could not think, that after ail the calamities he had 
undergone, his father’s religious prejudices would so far get the 
better of his humanity as to cause him to use his son ill on that 
account; and that at all events, he desired to make the experiment. 
Mr. Craig urged, that the favorable regards of his friends and a 
good estate on the one hand, and a life of poverty and distress on 
the other, might prove a too powerful temptation to renounce that 
religion he now professed to believe true, and to return again to 
Mahometanism, Salem said, whatever the event might be, he was 
resolved never to deny Jesus. 

When Mr. Craig found that he was fully resolved, he applied to 
some of his neighbors and with their assistance furnished Salem 
with as much money as they supposed sufficient to defray his expen- 
ses to England; from whence he said he could easily get a passage 
to Africa. He furnished him also with a letter to the Hon. Robert 
Carter, who then lived in Williamsburg, and was noied for his 
beneficence to the poor and afllicted, requesting him to procure for 
the bearer an agreeable passage in some ship bound to England, 
Mr. Carter did more than was requested of him; he furnished Sa- 
lem plentifully with sea stores. Being thus provided for, he set 
sail for England with the flattering prospect before him of being 
once more happy in his own country, and in the arms of his affec- 
lionate parents. For many months no more is heard of him by his 
American acquaintance. 

How long after this I do not recollect, perhaps some years, the 
poor unfortunate Salem returned again to Virginia, in a state of 
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insanity. He came to Williamsburg, and to the house of his old 
benefactor Mr. Carter. His constant complaint was, that je had 
no friend, and where should he find a friend? From which com- 
plaint the cause of his present very pitiable situation was easily 
conjectured; his father was not his friend. Notwithstanding the 
derangement of his mental powers, he had certain lucid intervals 
in which he so far enjoyed his reason, as to be able to give a pretty 
distinct account of his adventures after he left Virginia. He said 
he had a speedy and safe passage to England and from thence to 
Africa; and that, on his arvival, he found his parents still alive: 
but that it was not in his power long .to conceal it from them, that 
he had renounced Mahometanism, and embraced the Christian re- 
ligion: and that his father no sooner found this to be the case than 
he disowned him as a child; and turned him out of his house.  Af- 
fection for his parents, erief for their religious prejudices, and his 
own temporal ruin, tormented his tender heart. He was now turn- 
ed out into the world without money, without a friend, without any 
art by which he could obtain a subsistence. He left his own coun- 
try, the estate on which he expected io spend his life, and all his 
natural connexions, without the most distant prospect of ever see- 
ing or enjoying them more, He went to England in hopes of there 
finding seme way to live; where he could enjoy his religion, when 
every other source of comfort was dried up. But having no friend 
to introduce him to the pious and benevolent, he found no way to 
subsist in that ceuntry; on which he resolved to return to America, 
it being a new country, where the poor could more easily find the 
means “ol support. In his passage to Virginia, while he bad probably 
no pious friend fo console him in his distresses, nor to encourage 
and support him under them, and while he had Jittle te do but pore 
over his wretclied situation, he sunk under the weight of these com- 
plicated calamities into a state of insanity. 

Though Salem's great distress was, that he had no friend, and 
he was constantly roving about in quest of one; yet of friendship 
he was incapable of enjoying the advantages. In pursuit of his 
object he went up to Col. Dickerson’s; but to no purpose. From 
tiience he wandered away to the warm springs, where was at that 
time a young clergyman of the name of Templeton, who, having 
understood something of his history, entered into conversation 
with him. He asked him amongst other things whether he was ac- 
quainted with the Greek language. To which he modestly replied, 
that he understood a little of it. Mr. Templeton put a Greek. 
Testament into his hand, and asked him to read and construe some 
efit. He took the book and opened it, and when he saw what it 
was, in a transport of joy he pressed it to his heart; and then com- 
plied with Mr. Templeton’ s request. By these actions he shewed 
his great veneration for the Sacred Scr iptures, and how long he 
had retained the knowledge of the Greek in circumstances the most 
unfavorable. From the warm springs he went down to Mr. Car- 
ters, (who by this time had remoyed from W illiamsburg to hu 
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seat in Westmoreland county,) in hopes that that gentleman would 
act the part of a friend, as he had formerly done: but still, poor 

man, he was incapable of enjoying what he greatly needed and 
most desired. He soon wandered away from Mr. Carter’s, was 
taken and carried to the mad house in Williamsburg. 

The above account I received from Mr. Craig, Mr. Carter, and 
Mr. Templeton; and it is the substance of all [ knew of Salem before 
I came to reside in this State. Since my arrival here, I have seey 
several men, who were personally acquainted with him, while in a 
state of derangement. They say he was commonly inoffensive in 
his behavior; grateful for favors received; manifested a veneration 
for religion; was frequently engaged in prayer; and that his pray- 
ers were commonly, though not t always, pretty sensible and tolera- 
bly well connected; that he appeared to have the temper and be- 
havior of a gentleman, though he was in ruins; that he went rov- 


ing from place to place, sometimes almost naked, for want of 


sense to keep on the clothes he had received from the kind hand of 
charity, until he was taken with the sickness which put an end to 
his sorrows. ‘That when he was taken sick his reason was restor- 
ed anid continued to his last moments; that the family where he 
lay sick and died treated him with great tenderness, for which he 
expressed the utmost gratitude; and that at his own request and im- 
portunity no persuns sat up with him en the night in which he died. 
lt appears, however, that he died with great composure; for he 
placed himself, his hands, his feet and jis whole body, in a proper 
posture to be laid in his coffin and so expired. 


[A narrative of a converted negro, and some reflections on both narratives, are deferred 
to a future uuiber. | 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


The following letter has recently been received by the Rev. Dr. Worcester, from the 
missionaries at Cey lon. 


On board the Dryad, S. lat. 39°. 03’. £. long. 60° 50’. Feb. 14. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

THINKING that it may afford the Prudential Committee some degree 
of satisfaction to learn the general circumstances of our voyage, we 
have thought it best to present to their perusal an abstract of our 
journal. And, as we may speak with some vessel bound to America, 
before we arrive at Ceylon, we will bring down our history to the 
present time. Ifno such opportunity should present itself, we will 
continue our letter, by adding circumstances as they occur, and 
forward it as early as shall be practicable. 

Permit us briefly to express our thanks to the Prudential Com- 
mittee, for the numerous proofs of friendship and affection, which 
we received from them. Their fatherly advice, their solemn charge, 
and their affectionate farewell, are engrayen upon our hearts, ane 
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American Missionaries. Dec. 
will live in our grateful remembrance till the day of our death. But 
we will not attempt a description of our feelings on that interesting 
day, when we parted with them, and the numerous circle of our 
American friends. We will only say, that time can never efface from 
our memories the reflections of the hour, which separated us from 
the land of our nativity. 

Our season of sea-sickness was short;—with the exception of Mrs, 
Poor, health was restored in a few days. Sea-siekness left her in a 
very debilitated state, which continued more thana month. We are 
happy to say, that she is now perfectly restored. 

Thursday, Oct. 26.—The brethren held a meeting for consultation 
and business, relative to our mission. Among the votes passed, were 
the following; viz. That we will hereafter meet on Monday of each 
week, at three o’clock in the afternoon, for consultation and transac- 
tion of business relating to our undertaking;—that it is expedient to 
have public worship on the Sabbath during the passage, and that we 
will preach in rotation. Brother Warren was excused on account of 
his weakness of lungs. We also unanimously agreed, that the same 
principle of rotation be observed, in presiding at all our meetings. 

Friday, Oct. 27.—We experienced what we thought a severe gale. 
Being unacquainted with storms at sea, our fears were considerably 
excited. But, through the kind interposition of God, the storm soon 
abated, and our prayers were turned into thanksgiving and praise. 

At our meeting for business, Monday, Qct. 30, voted that we will 
observe a portion of every Wednesday evening, as a season of social 
prayer——to enptare the Divine blessing on ourselves and our under- 
taking; that we will meet on Thursday, P. M. of each week, and 
spend at least half an hour, in improving ourselves in sacred music; 
that we take precedence according te our college standing; which 
is found to be in the following order; viz. Edward Warren, James 
Richards, Benjamin C. Meiers, Daniel Poor, and Horatio Bardwell. 

Wednesday, Nov. 15, we observed, as a day of humiliation, 
thanksgiving, and prayer. In view of the afflictive dispensation ot 
Providence, in the sickness of sister Poor, in connexion with our need 
of more zeal and activity In the service of our Divine Master, we de- 
voted the morning, in a special manner, to humiliation and prayer. 

The evening we observed, as a season of thanksgiving; in which we 
caliaivel. to recount some of the numerous mercies, which, as 
missiovaries, we have reccived; particularly, the kindness of the 
Prudential Committee; the numerous tokens of affection exhibited by 
friends in Newburyport, and in various parts of our native land; the 
pleasant cireumstances, which attended our sailing, and the prospect 
of soon entering on the missionary work, for which we have long 
prayed. 

Wednesday, Nov. 29. Passed fifteen miles west of the island of 
St. Anthony, one of the Cape de Verd Islands. This mountainous 
island is very high, and presents a fine view at sea. 

Thursday, Nov. 30, was observed by all on board, as a day of thanks- 
giving and praise; presuming that it was the anniversary thanksgiv- 
ing of Massachusetts. By the captain’s request, and agreeably to 
our own feelings, service was attended on deck. at eleven o’clock in 
the morning. While sitting around the table, we with pleasure, and 
gratitude, conversed on the merciful proyidences of the Lord respect- 
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in® US; and, as we trust, united with our American friends in render- 
ing thanksgiving to God for his goodness towards our common coun- 
try, which we shall ever remember with the deepest interest. | 

Monday, Dec. 11—We crossed the equator, at one o’clock P. M. 
in W. long. 37, 20; forty-nine days out.—The weather was not so 
warm as we expected. Thermometer at 78. 

Saturday, Jan. 27, 1816.——-We passed the longitude of the Cape in 
S. lat. 37. 15. 

The south wind was chilly; and thick clothes were comfortable. 
Thermometer at 57.—Ieb. 5, in iat. 39°, we had considerable hail, 
and a rougher sea, than we experienced before or since. But we 
have such confidence in the skill and prudence of our captain, that 
we feel almost as secure from danger as on land. 

Our Sabbaths have passed pleasantly. Though deprived of many 
privileges that we have been accustomed to enjoy, we are still in- 
dulged with that of public worship. in concurrence with the opinion 
of the captain, respecting the exercises of the Sabbath, we have 
thought it expedient to have but one service on deck. In the morn- 
ing, we regularly mect for worship in the cabin; and in the evening 
a sermon is preached on deck, where, screened by a canvass awning 
from the rays of the sun, we can sit very comfortably, evenin the 
warmest of the weather. The weather has been so favorable, as to 
admit of our attending worship on deck thirteen Sabbaths out ‘of the 
sixteen, since we embarked. 

Through the kindness of ourcaptain we have many privileges on 
board, which are not common to passcrgers. The cabin is ever 
open to us, where we regularly meet for morning and evening wor- 
ship; and for seasons of occasional, as well as stated prayer and re- 
ligious conversation. Capt. Buffinton, whom we shall ever remem- 
ber with affection, uniformly joins with us in our religious exercises, 
when his business will permit. 

In consequence of much head wind, our voyage will probably be 
longer than we anticipated. But we have reason for thankfulness, 
that we have hitherto experienced no severe storms. The weather 
has been so pleasant, and our accommodations so good, that with very 
few exceptions, we have had our regular sensons of study, exercise 
and rest. Soon after we sailed, we unanimously established a system, 
according to which our studies are regulated. By forming ourselves 
into classes, and regularly reciting, we have reviewed considerable 


Hebrew and Greek, and refreshed our minds with the principles of 


Engiish Grammar, Geography, kc. 

Though we are ina measure secluded from the warld, yet we are 
not wholly insensible, that to maintain the honor of our profession, as 
well as to preserve a conscience void of offence, we have an impor- 
tant duty to discharge towards those who sailed with us. Besides 
preaching on deck, we have statedly visited the sailors in the fore- 

castle, on Sabbath mornings; and have endeavored to impress upon 
their minds the important truths of the Gospe!, in our dally conver- 
sation: and we cannot but hope, that our prayers and efforts in 
their behalf will be conducive to their spiritual good. 

Few seasons have we found more grateful to our feelings, or more 

quickening to our hearts, than the szonth/y concert ef prayer. ‘The 
thought is truly animating, that here, inthe midst of the ocean, we 
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can unite with our friends in America, and with Christians in various 
parts of the globe in praying for the same glorious object; the pros- 
perity and extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

We have much fewer privations on board than we expected. We 
generally surround the table, furnished with all the necessaries, and 
many of the luxuries of life, with good appetites, and relish our food 
much better than on Jand. 

We are happy to inform you, that the voyage proves favorable to 
Brother Warren’s health. When we sailed he was obliged to be 
extremely cautious in his diet. Now he has become comparatively 
robust in his appearance, and can partake of almost all kinds of food, 
that are brought upon our table. He is able to study as much as 
any one on board, if not more; and, though his lungs have not yet 
regained their former strength, we have great reason to hope that 
this voyage will be the means, under God, of restoring him to per- 
fect health. 

March 20, off the coast of Ceylon.—As we have arrived in sight 
of the island, and have had go opportunity to send the letter which 
we commenced more than a month ago, we will now close, and for- 
ward it by the Dryad. From our last date to the present time, 
nothing special has occurred. Looking back at the weather which 
we have experienced during our voyage, we think it worthy of notice, 
that we have had so few storms and gales of wind—Though in con- 
sequence of heac winds and light breezes, our passage has been con- 
siderably longer than we anticipated, yet we have abundant cause for 
thankfulness, that our heaith has been good, and that our accommo- 
dations cn beard have permitted us to spend our time almost as pro- 
fitab'y in study, as though we had been on land. The heat has beer 
greater in the Indian ocean than in the Atlantic. Since we doubled 
the Cape, the thermometer has frequently risen to 85 in the cabin, 
and 102 in the sun. Though the heat is considerably oppressive, 
we do not feel that degree of languor, which we anticipated in this 
latitude. 

Brother Warren’s health continues to improve. The second Sab- 
bath i this month he preached oa deck, and suffered no material in- 
jury by the exercise. 

Foe weather has been such, that we have not failed of having a 
public exercise on deck, since the first Sabbath in Feb. so that dur- 
ing our voyage of five months, there have been but three Sabbaths, 
on which we have not held publie worship on deck. 

The prospect of soon jeaving the Dryad, in which we have spent 
so many hours of quiet retirement and Christian friendship, is, in 
itseit painful; though we rejoice that we are permitted to see the 
Yand of our destination, with the hope of soon commencing our 
labors among the heathen. The polite and kind attention which we 
have uniformly received from Capt. Buffinton, has endeared him to 
our hearts, and will ever excite our gratitude, both to him and to 
those gentiemen, by whom he is employed. We already begin to 
experience painful sensations, at the thought of being separated from 
Mr. Titcomb, the supercargo; for, by his Christian familiarity, per- 
sonal activity in all our meetings for prayer and religious conversa- 
ticn, and the deep interest he takes in the prosperity of our under- 
taking, he has almost become one of ournumber. But we have 
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reason to bless God, not only for the privileges we have enjoyed in 
his friendship, but for the confidence we have, that he will be the 
instrument of doing much good among the sailors on board; for we 
cannot but feel a deep interest in the welfare of those, whom we 
have so often addressed on the great subject of religion. In review- 
ing the visible effects of our preaching and efforts for their good, we 
have reason to lament that the majority of them give but litile evi- 
dence of being profited by the means of grace; but with thanksgiving 
to God we tremblingly hope, that two of them have recently expe- 
vienced a work of grace in their hearts. On this point we would 
speak with caution. Time only will manifest the sincerity of their 
profession. While we mourn over our own want of faithfulness te 
the souls of those who sail with us, still we rejoice that we have 
some precious tokens of God’s gracious presence, and some evidence 
that our feeble efforts have not been wholly in vain. 

We .are not insensible, dear sir, that Important scenes are before 
us, and that much depends on the decision we make, with regard to 
the field of our future labor, both as it respects our usefulness, and 
the promotion of Christ’s cause. We find by perusing the Church 
Missionary Register, that a number of the English Missionary So- 
cieties have recently directed their attention to Ceylon. We have 
prepared a letter to Dr. Carey, and another to our brethren at 
Bombay, hoping that their answers to the questions we have pro- 
posed will give us information, with respect to the place of our 
establishment. But we must leave this subject, till we are possessed 
of proper means for ascertaining the will of Providence. It is our 
earnest prayer, that the Spirit of God may direct.our steps, and lead 
us in the path of duty. 

Friday, March 22.—At six o’clock, A. M. Capt. Buffinton order- 
ed a gun fired for a pilot, and at eleven o’clock an intelligent Por- 
tuguese came to conduct us into port. He said there had not been 
an American vessel at Colombo, for six years past. Soon after we 
came to an anchor, we were visited by Mr. Wilkins, a merchant, and 
by the master attendant of the port, who kindly offered to carry us 
on shore, in their own boat. Our captain, supercargo, and two of 
the brethren, accepted the invitation. ‘They had no sooner landed, 
than they were introduced to the Rev. Messrs. Chater and Norton, 
then on the wharf, who received them with open arms. 

They were then conducted to the custom-house, where they found 
the Rev. Mr. Twisleton, who kindly sent an express with our letter 
of introduction to his Excellency the Governor, who was then at his 
country seat, five miles out. Mr. Twisleton soon ordered a con- 
stable to afford us all the assistance we needed in procuring and fur- 
nishing a house, for our accommodation. At six o’clock in the ev- 
ening the captain and brethren returned to the brig, bringing with 
them fruit, fresh bread and butter, &c. as presents from our friends. 

Saturday, March 23.—At seven o’clock, A. M. a sermon was 
preached on board, on occasion of our leaving the Dryad, at which 
exercise we were favored with the company of Messrs. Chater. Nor- 
ton, and Mr. Clough, who is a member of the Methodist connexion, 
one of the number that sailed from England with the late Dr. Coke. 
At eleven o’clock, A. M. we al! came on shore and dined at Mr 
Chater’s. Sgon after dinner we received a favorable communication 
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from his Excellency, granting us permission to land our baggage 
free from the inspection and expense of the custom-house, and to 
reside on the island a longer or shorter time, as we pleased. 

Monday, March 25.—We were busily employed in transporting: 
our baggage to a house, which Mr. Norton hired for himself, the use 
of which he kindly offered us. 

This house we shall occupy two or three weeks, until the one we 
have hired be a little repaired for our accommodation. 

We are very hospitably treated by the people in Colombo. Mr, 
Chater and his wile overwhelm us with their kindness. Soon after 
we arrived at their house, Mr. Chater proposed to sing, “Kindred in, 
Christ, for his dear sake.” We then spent a short season of thanks- 
giving and prayer tothe Father of Mercies, who has preserved us 
safe from the dangers of our long voyage, for the pleasant circum. 
stances with which we are now surrounded, and for the direction of 
the Spirit of God in our future measures, Mr. Chater’s labors are 
great. He has recently published a Cingalese grammar, and has 
commenced the translation and printing of the psalms in the same 
language. Iie has also commenced preaching in Cingalese. Last 
Sabbath he rode out fourteen miles, aad preached to a congregation 
of 200 natives. 

The Rev. Mr. Norton and his wife have been here a number of 
months, but are soon going to Tranquebar to labor among the 
Syrian Chrisuans. Mr. Greenwood, who was ordained, and who 
sailed with him from England, has gone to Agra. The day we 
came on shore, we were introduced tothe Rev. Christian David, 
who has recently come from Jaffna, and is now to take the charge of 
the Malabar Church in this place. Our hearts were not only glad- 
ened at seeing the good man, but he communicated to us a pleasing 
account of the state of things, particularly of the schools at Juffva. 
The state of Jafina lies near his heart. With tears of pious faith he 
exclaimed. “The cause of Jesus w/t prevail in Jaffna.” 

We close this letter in great haste, as the Dryad sails in a short 
lime. We design again to write you before she leaves Calcutta. 

With Christian affection, we subscribe ourselves your brethren in 
the Lord, 

EDWARD WARREN; 
James RicHARDs, 
Bensamin C. MeEics, 
DanieL Poor, 
Horatio BarRDWELuL. 


Exiracls of a letier from the Rev. Mr, Meigs, addressed to thé 
Treasurer. : 


Colainbo, April 9, 1816. 
Dear Sir, | 
HAavinG now an opportunity of sending direct to Calcutta by private 
conveyance, which will save a heavy postage, I shall embrace it, and 
spend what time I have, in giving you some general account of our 
affairs. Since the departure of the Dryad for Calcutta, no remarkea- 
hie occurrence has taken place respecting us. One general observa: 
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tion however, may with propriety be made, in reference te all the 
measures which we have adopted since we took up our residence in 
chis place. It is, that we have had uninterrupted prosperity and 
success. All our plans have succeeded far heyond our expectations. 
We find here many warm friends, Indeed many, who make no pre- 
tensions to religion, are forward to render us all the assistance that 
weneed. The dispensations of God’s providence towards us, from 
the time we left our native shores to the present day, have been such 
.3 to Cause us all to unite in making the observation, that God is evi- 
dently trying us with mercies instead of afflictions. Our voyage was re- 
tnarkably pleasant. Many things conspired to render it so. Our recep. 
-onend treatment, in this place, have been all that we could wish. We 
are ail alive, and in health. Weare all cf “one Aeart, and one soul.” 
We hope we shall “take heed lest we fall out by the way.” We wilt 
vless God for the past, and rely upon his grace for the future. In- 
deed, we are determined, aS soon aS we Can remove, and become 
setuled in our new habitation, which will be in the course of next 
week, to set apart a day for thanksgiving to God, in view of all the 
mercies which we have received from him. We expect in the 
course of this week to form ourselves into a church, and to celebrate 
the ordinance of the Lord’s supper eon the next Sabbath. Mr. Chaier 
kindly offers us his place of worship inthe fort for this purpose. 
Our Methodist brethren here have expressed a desire to commune 
with us, and also that we should commune with them, at their place 
of worship. Where is divine service here at the Episcopal chapel in 
the morning; and, on that account, neither the Baptists nor Meth- 
odists have been able to collect acongregation inthe forenoon. They 
have their seasons of worship in the afternoon and evening. 

We have written to our brethren at Bombay; but as letters are ‘wo 
months in going and returning, we do not expect an answer in some 
weeks. The probability now is, that we shall all tarry at Colombo 
through the S. W. monsoon, that ts for six months from the time of 
landing. At leas¢a part of us will. We have taken great pains to obtain 
information respecting the different parts of this island, particularly 
Jaffna inciuding the whole district. For this purpose we have cone 
ferred with Sir Alexander Johnstone, the Rev. Mr. Palm, and Chris- 
tian David; all of them well qualified to give us accurate information 
on the subject. The district is now almost destitute of Christian in- 
struction. Mr. P.is settled here over the Dutch church; and Christian 
David for the present is here, over the Malabar congregation, under 
pay from government. Mr. Lynch,a Methodist, is the only missionary 
how in the district. The gentlemen above mentioned are extremely 
anxious to have us settle there. They represent it as an excellent 
missionary field, and very destitute. Sir Alexander Johnstone says, 
there ought to be $5 missionaries there, the number of parishes 
into which the district is divided. He speaks very decidedly against 

the policy of some Societies, in scattering their missionaries so much, 
by which means little er nothing that will be lasting is effected. Our 
friends here know, that we cannot decide upon any missionary station 
till we hear from Bombay. Weare therefore anxious to hear. We 
shall not, however, decide, till we also hear from the Baptist mission- 
aries at Serampore; as we wrote to them for information by the 
Wryad. At present, alter strengthening the mission at Bombay if it 
is practicable, we deen¥Jaffua a place of the next importance. We 
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are not, however, idle; and we hope that we shall promote the com- 
mon cause while we remain here. We frequently preach in English, 
both for brother Chater, and for our Wesleyan brethren. We 
have entered into a correspondence w:th the Hon. and Rev. Mr. 
Twisleton, on the subjects of schools, and preaching by interpreters, 
He has written to the Governor on the sub ject, and will undoubtedly 
obtain his approbation. His iuxcellency is now absent, on a tour 
through this island. Mr. T. thinks we may obtain private schools 
for Europe ans, both male and female, which will be profitable to the 
mission. The shortness of the time of our continuance in this place, 
is an objection against our engaging here in mative free-schools, as we 
proposed. In the room of this, Mr. T. proposes that we should un- 
dertake to instruct a number of the natives of the higher class, in thee 
ology, Whoin he designs ultimately to become preachers of the Gaspel 
to their countrymen. This appears to be a favorite subject with Mr. 
T. and we perfectly coincide with him in his views of its great im- 
portance. He wrote to us this morning, that he had obtained Zen. 
These, we expect soon to have under ourcare. On the subject of 
preaching by zxterpreters, he gave usio understand, that it might be 
done with profit to the natives, provided good interpreters could be 
obtained. He was finally so obliging as to offer us occasionally both 
his Cingalese and Malzbar interpreters. Indeed he is very kind to 
us. and ready to assist us in any way that lies in his power. The 
Methodist Society in England have at present five missionaries on the 
island, who came out with the late Dr. Coke. Mr. Ault is dead. 
Messrs. Harvard, and Clough are stationed at Colombo; Messrs. 
Squance and Erskine at Point de Galle; (pronounced here Gau/;) and 
Mr. Lyach at Jaffoa. They came out with the design of staying only 
seven years, and they expect new ones to be sent to supply their 
places betore that time expires. Their mission was very liberally 
fitted out. They have here a printing press, and are printing the 
new translation of the Cingalese New Testament. 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN EOARD OF CQGMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Nov. 1, 1815. From associated young ladies in New Haven, (Con.) the fruit 





of their own industry, - - - - - $20 Ov 
rom young persons in Vassalborough, (Maine,) far the education of heathen 
children, by Mr. J. H. wr go 5 00 
From a young lady in Portland, by Mr. N. Willis, for the schoo! fund, 5 09 10 00 
4. From the Female Foreign Mission aia ty in Cornish, (N. H. ) by Mr. 
Wm. Whittlesey, ° - - - - 15 77 
From the Female Charitable Society in Windsor, (Ver.) East parish, for 
educating heathen children, by Dea. Nathan Coolidge, - 10 UO 
From young ladies in Mr. Dunham’s Academy, Windsor, for educating 
heathen childr en, - - - 5 20 
From female members of the first congregational church in W indsor, 
for do. do. do. - - - 7 12 
from Miss P. Powers of W indsor, saved by enn from the use of 
sugar, for do. do. 1 00 


Frem a Female Society in Nor wich, (Ver. -.) by Mrs. S arah W oodward, 7 18-—-~—-30 30 
From Mr. Audvew Smith, by Mr. Daniel Gregg, half for missions and 


half for the school fund, - - 2 00 
rom Mr. Archibald Smith, by Mr. Daniel Gregg, half for missions and 
half for the school fund. - - - 2 00 





7 


Camel forward, $400 $76 0 
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Brought forward, $400 $76 07 





From Mrs. Gregg, for the school fund, - - - 3 V0--——7 00 
. From a friend to Foreign Missions by the Rev. Dr. Spring, . 5 U6 
_ From children in Miss Sally Johnson’s school in Danvers, for eda- 
” ae r heathen children by the Rev. Dr. Worcester, - 1 81 
Collection in a school of fernales in the Rev. Mr. Kimball’ s Society in 
ipsw' ich, - ° ° ° - 4 25 
Coli-ctton from a small Reading Society in the same parish, - 457 10 61 
From the Harvard Auxiliary Female “Association for the education of 
he then vouth, by Miss Naney Nason the ‘Treasurer, - 20 SO 
From the Foreign Mission Society of Middletown, (Con.) by Richard 
ifubbard, Esq. the Treasurer, - 91 58 
From two female friends of missions, by the same hands, $5 each, 10 VO—--101 5& 
y From the following sources, by the Rev. L. Thomson, viz. 
Coliections in the conzregation of Bridgehampton, - 11 32 
— of West Auqucbegue, . . ” tl 88 
ee ob Cutehos as o ° ~ ~ 15 35 
— of Mattituck, - - - 5 92 
— of Husrtington, - - - - 15 03 
—— of Smithtown, Oct, 23, 1515, at the ordination of the Rev. Henry 
Fuller, - - ° - - 9 50 
From a friend to missions, . - - 1 0OO—-70 08 
‘rom the tion. Jolin Jay, Esq. of Bedford, (N. Y.) - - 50 00 
li. From a Society in Cummington, for the translations, remitted hy Mr. 
Amos Cobb, Treasurer, to the Rev. Dr. Morse, 339 00 
From an unknown person, in Genesee county, (N, Y.) enclos - by 
mil tothe Rev. Dr. Morsé - - 25 00-——64 00 
Froin the Female Foreign vf ssionary Socicty of Newark, by T. Fre- 


linghauvsen, Esq. Treasurer of the Newark Fore ton Mission Soc ‘icty, 61 00 
A collection in the 2nd Presbyterian ch eh in Newark, at a meeting 

of the Newark Foreign Mission Soe LY, - : 39 00—--100 0@ 
15. From the Assisting Foreign Mission stein of Marlborough, Framing- 

ham, and the neighbouring towns, by Mr. Samuel Witt, jun. the Treasurer; 

of which, S6 are ap propriate 1 to missions on our own continent, $6 to the 





missions abroad, and the rest left without limitation, 56 06 
14 From the Female Cent Soe ety in — (Ver.) by Miss Me! iseent 
Swain, the Treasurer, - - 47 00 
From a friend of missions in St. Johns! ury, (Ver.) - 2 00 
A collection in St. Johnsbury at a montiily prayer meuthen, - 4 00 
Fromm the Juvenile Society i in St. Johnsbury, by Mr. Clark, - 1 25———-7 25 
From a female friend to missions by the Rev. Micah Stone, of Brookfield, 1 00 
From R. E. S. for the Indian school, - - - 100 00 
16. From Mr. Isaac Larkin, of Charlestown, (Mass.) - - 2 00 
From a Moral Society composed of young men in Acworth, (the first annual 
contribution, ) for the trauslatiows, by Mr. Daniel - ankester, Presidcnt, 6 50 
19. From the Female Cent Socie tv in Lanesborough, bv Miss Rhoda C lark, 24 00 
From the Female Cent Society in Randolph, (Ver. ) ‘by Capt. S. Hebbard, 32 00 
20. From the Piseataqua Braneh of the Foreign Mission Society, by Dea. 
Amos Tappan, - - - - 100 00 
From ladies in Portsmouth, by do . - 22 00——-122 00 
A small balance from a large donor, - ’ - - 79 
From the Female Benevolent Society in Charlemont, (aan by Mr. S. T. 
Armstrong, - - - 20 {0 
22. From the Female Bible Mite Society of Conhocton, Sesuben county, 
(N. Y.) by Dr. Noah Niles, : - - 7 00 
25. From the Female Cent Society in Wilmington, (Ver.) by Mrs. Asenaih 
Thompson, Treasurer, remitted by Mr. Pliny Fisk, - - 10 00 
From the Rev. Herman D agzett, of New Canaan, (Con.) - 10 09 
From Mrs. Sally Daggett, of the same piace, - - 10 08——--20 OP 
From a few females in Plymouth (Ver.) for the education of heathen chil- 
dren, by Mr. Levi Parsons, - . 1 50 
From a few females in Reading ( Ver.) : . 5 45 
From a few families in Bridgewater (Ver.) - - 2 U5 
From a few families in Pittsfield, ( Ver.) - - 6 00 
Carried forward, $15 00 $956 2¢@ 
* We are requested to state, that in the last remittance from Newark, the Secretary 
omitied to particulurize a donatian of SO from an unknown hand, by the Rev. Ih 
Rig! irds, which formed a kart of the eum f, 







































Gusta = 7 Soo eS 


- 


ei pee Mae ERD 


aaah dea eal 














560 Donations to Loreign Missions. Dee. 


Brought wie, Bi5 00 $56 26 


From a friend of missions in Pittsfield, (Ver.) - 1 00 
From a small Cougregstional Society, - - 4 0U—-20 00 
From the following sources, by Mr. UT. Dwight, jun. viz. 
From the Foreign Mission Society of New Haven and the vicinity, 16 15 
Contribution after the annual sermon before the Society, - 43 03 
Fram the Foreign Mission Society of the Western District of Fairfield 
County, by Matthew Marvin, Esq. the Treasurer, - 45 00 
From the Catskill Female Society, tor the education of heathen chil- 
dren, by Mr. Caleb Day, - - 40 09 
26. From atew members of the Female Foreign Mission Society of 
Greenwich, (Con.) for the school fund, by Mr. T. Dwight jun.* 10 09 
¥ ‘rum 4 poor sheemaker, for the translations, - - 1 00O——155 18 
From Miss Sybil Mosely, of Southampton, (Mass.) for the education of 
~ heathen children in India, by the Rev. Dr. Lyman, - 10 00 
From young Misses in Miss Mosely’s school, for the same purpose, 7 24 
From several triends to foreign missions in Hadley, - 3 00 
From four children in Hadiey, - 2 00———-22 2, 
From the Female Ceat Society io Orwell, (Ver.) by Dr. Wm. G. Hooker, 48 $1 
29. From the Female Charitable Society in the South — of Andover, by 
the Rev. Justin Edwards, tor the translations, . 50 00 


$0. From Mr. Amasa Frisselle, of Peru, ( Mass.) bv John Leland, Esq. 5 00 
From the Female Charitable Society in Peru, (Mass.) by Miss Eliza- 


beth F. Hawks, Secretary, - - 16 00 
From Helen Maria Hawks, a ‘child of four years old, for ¢ the education of 

heathen children, - - - - 1 12——.22 [2 
From the Female Juvenile Society of Boston, for the education of a beathen 

child to be named Josuua D. Brainerp, 4 15 00 
Dec. 4. From the Female Missiouary Society in Braintree, by the Rev. 

R.S. Storrs, - - - 37 42 
From sundry individuals | by the Rev. R. S. eee, for the education of 

heathen children, - § uO 
From Miss Deborah Wild, of Br: iintree, by the Rey. R. S. Storrs, 2 0OO—-45 42 
7. From Mys. Martha Barrell, of West Brookfield, by Mr. Josiah Cary, 1 00 
From cléldrea in Miss Goudaic’s school in Marlboro’, tur educating hea- 

then childrea, - : - - - 75 
From a gentleman in Boston, the price of a printing-press to be sent to 

Bombay, - - - 143 28 
9. From children in Gorham, (Muaine,) by the Rev. Asa Rand, for the school 

fund, - - - - 9 00 
From the Foreign Missionary Society of Northampton and the neighboring 

towns, by the Hon. Josiah Dwight, Esq. the Treasurer, é 435 00 
t2. From individuais in the Seuth parish ot Andover, remitted by the Rev. 

Jusiin Edwards to the Rev. Dr. Woreester; viz. 
—— for missions, - - - - 6 00 
e— tor translations, < - - » §00 
—— for the school tund, ° - ‘ 5 00-——-.-17 00 
From Mr. Nathaniel Chamberlain, by the Rev. Dr. Worcester, 2 0 
From Miss Johnson’s school in Danvers. for the school tund, - 1 St 
from a youth in Salem, savings of pocket money in a few weeks, for 

the school fund, - : 1 00 ——~—4 $1 
trom Sabbath-day scholars in Concord, by Miss Abby B. Fay, for the school 

tur nd, - e oe in te . ° my 
i4. From the Female Charitable Socicty in Western, by the Rev. Munson 

C. Gaylord, remitted to the Rev. Dr. Morse, - . 2% 09 
16. Fromt ——— by the Rev. Daniel Huntington, of Bridgewater, . 91 9/7 
From the Female Foreign Missionary Soc iety of Tyringham, by Mrs. Emily 

Dow, Seerctary, - - - ~ . 16 09 





nl 


Carried forward, {2,124 75 


* Inthe Panoplist for August, 1815, p. 536, a donation of $80 ts mentioned as re- 
rerred fr om this Society; and in owr number for July last, p. 354, another donation +f 
Qos 25 is published as from the same Society. Though the sums are rivht, and the 
uame of the person who remitted j them, the name of the Society is nat carrectiv riven WH! 
the first instance, and Mrs. Waller is described as President, whereas she is ‘the Tr 
urer. The pudlication, however, agrees precisely with the notice which wus communt- 
cate l tons 


t his blanc will be filled iva future number as no mention of the donor acompanica 
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Brought forward, $2,129 78 
17. From Mr. Horace Bailey, as exeentor of the will of the late Deacon Ste- 


phen Bailey, of Berlin, ( Mass.) a legaey to the Board, " 100 00 
From an unknown female, viz. tor missions, « 2 2 00 
—— for the American Lndians,* - - - 1 00—+—3 00 
19 From the Heathen’s Friend Society in Rochester, by Hope Haskel, Trea- 

surer, - ‘ - : - 1200 
From Mr. J. Thomson, - - ° 1 00 
From Mr. 8. Haskel, - - ~ ° 1 00 
From a friend to missions, . ° ~ 1 vO0——<.15 00 
From the Associations in Cornwall, (Con.) for the education of heathen chil- 

dren at Bombay, by Uriel Holmes, Esq. . - - 43 98 
From the Female Association in Washington, (Con.) by do. - 36 51——.§0 49 


The tollowing donations have been committed to Mr. Cornelius, an agent of 
the Board, and by him paid over to the Treasurer. A part was received 
on the ist of November, and would have appeared in our number for that 

.month, had it not been requested that the whole should appear together. It 
will be observed, that nearly all is from Essex county. 

Avails of a gold ring, marked E. M. C. contributed in Danbury, (Con.) 1 00 





From the Rev. Mr. Kirby, of Newbury Newtown, - 3 00 
From a female friend in Ipswich, 4 small gold pieces, e 3 78 
From the Rev. Paul Jewett, of Lebanon, ( Maine, ) - 1 00 
From the Female Association in Sandy Bay, Gloucester, - 4 09 
From two small boys in do. - ° ° 19 
From the Gentlemen’s Association in the second parish in Ipswich, 20 27 
A collection in Beverly, after a sermon, - - 23 458 
From three children of the Rev. Mr Emerson, - - £00 
From Mrs. L.’s school of young ladies, - - 6 UF 
From Mrs. LI. - - - ° - 5 00 
From the Gentiemen’s and Ladies’ Association in Marblehead, of which 

S1 is to be appropriated to the American Indians, : 61 35 
From the Gentlemen’s and Ladies’ Association at Hamilton, 16 57 
A collection in the school of Mr. Josiah Caldwell, Ipswich, 7 06 
From the Associ:tion in Wenham, by Dea. John Dodge, - 46 76 
From three smail children, : - . 22 
From two temale friends, m “ ” a 50 
From a female friend in Charlestown, ° m 1 25 
From a young gentleman, saved by abstaining from segars, - 1 Oo 
From the Gentlemen’s Associationt in Bradford, 1st Society, - 12 39 
From the Ladies’ do. do. - 10 02 
From the Gentlemen’s Asscciation in Bradford, 2d Society, - 8 51 
From the Ladies’ do. do. ° ° 8 63 
From the Gentlemen’s Association in Newbury, 5d Society, . 14 81 
From the Ladies’ do. do. ~ . 16 72 
From the same Society in Newbury, a contribution, including that of 

a Sabbath school, - - - . 15 39 
From the Female Association in Rowley, Cd Suciety, 7 1 25 
Contribution in co. do. - ° 9° 13 
From a female friend in b. - - - 10 OO 
From the Association in Topsfield, - - . 11 75 
Contribution in do. = a » 16 50 
From the Female Association in Boxford, 2d Society, . 23 51 
From a voung lady,as her half yearly payment for the support of a hea- 

then child, in the familly of the Rev. Gordon Hall, to be named 

A H - - . . 15 00 
From Mrs. S. and her niece in Newbury, 4th Society, 7 200 
From the Association in Newbury, - ° 9 05 
Avails of a charity box sold, ; - . 46 





Carried forward, $399 59 $2,398 27 


* We would inform the “unknown female,” that the other donations, which she enclos- 
ed, have been handed to the Societies te which they were devoted, and receipts have 
been taken. 

t Itis to be observed, that this first payment from tlese ~Issociatione embraces only 
the sum which was paid at the time of their formation. In most instances, the sum 
subscribed wae much greater than the sum paid. The contributions and subscriptions 
2 Essex county, wn consequence of the tour which Mr. Corneltus made through the 
county, amount to near’y two thousand dollars. The amount recetved is given in thie 


a6 
Vor. NIL 71 
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Brought forward, 3599 59 $2,328 QF 


From Mrs. #1. collected in a charity box, - - 3 75 
Association in Salisbury, Ist Society, - - 215 
Contribution in — do. - - - - 9 62 
Association in Amesbury, Ist Society, - 4 16 
Contribution in do. do. - - - 20 55 
Contribution im Newburyport, by several Congregations united, (of 
which $28 354 are tobe applied to heathen y: uth in America, ) 232 15 
Avails of three articles of jewelry given at the saine time, - 1 50 
Contribution in Salisbury, 2d Society, - ° $ 62 
Do. in Newbury, Ist Society, - - 97 50 
Do. in Byfield, m a - 20 20 
Do. in Amesbury, 2d Society, - - 6 15 
Do. in Haverhill, East parish, - - 9 15 
Assoeiation in do. de. . 2 00 
From a female friend in D. - - - 1 00 
Contribution in Middleton, - - ” 5 11 
From subscribers in do - - - : 2 00 
Association in Beverly, North Society, ~ - 5 00 
Contribution in do. do, 25 cents appropriated to Cherokee Indians, 7 77 
Contribution in Salem, - - - $6 97 
From children in Beverly, by Mr. Talcott, - - 10 64 
A female friend in do. - - - - 5 00 
fontribution in Lynn, - : - - 8 25 
From the (entlemen’s Association in Boxford, Ist Society, : 3 81 
From the Ladies’ do. do. - ~ 275 
Coutribution in do. - - - 5 92——§86 29 





B5,214 56 


N.B. When donors are looking for an account of their donations they will please to 
pay particular attention to the dates under which they know, o* suppose, their donations 
to have been received. Alldonations are published under the dates when they are receiv- 
ed by the T'reasurer; unless, as has been the case ina very few instanecs, the publica. 
tion is deferred a short time at the request of the donors. It often happens, however, 
that donations are not received by the Treasurer, till a considerable time has elapsed 
ater they are sent by the donors, as they ave generally remitted by private opportuni- 
ties, and are subject to the delays of that kind of conveyance. 

Though liberal donations have been reeeived within the last four months, amounting 
to more than six thousand dollars; yet they have been scarcely half equal to the appvo- 
priations made within the same period; more than eleven thousand dollars having been 
paid from the Treasary since the first of September, and a considerable further sum, 
having been appropriated already. There is an additional call on the Treasury for large 
expenses to be meurred at the commencement of the sehools among the Cherokees, and 
at the commencement of the Foreign Mission School; and considerable further remit- 
tances must be made to India, in the course of the year, on account of the support of 
missionaries, the translations of the Seriptures, and the education of heathen children. 


LETTER FROM THE REY. GEORGE THOM, 


In our number for February last we published a letter from Mr. Thom, a missionary at 
the Cape of Good Hope, to the Rev. Mr. Codman, of Dorchester. We have lately 
been favored with a letter from the same person to Dr. Swift of the United States Navy, 
from which we effer the following extracts. 


Cafe of Good Hofie, April 6, 1816. 

“DEAR SIR, 

“Ir afforded me great satisfaction to hear that you were protected by 
God, and brought in safety first to England, and then to your native 
shores. Your letter from Gosport, and now by Capt. Barry from 
New York, I have received. 

“IT have now to communicate to you painful tidings. My beloved 
wife, the joy of my heart, and my fellow-laborer is gone! She rests in 
Jesus. Little did I imagine, when you used to walk witb us up to 
she prison to join in the serviee of God with your captive countrymen, 











ao 
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that my beloved Christiana would be but so short atime my wife. 
I knew your esteem for her, and I will relate what led to this event, 
melancholy to me, but delightful to her. On the 21st of December, 
she was confined, and became the mother of a healthy boy, whom we 
named George Whitefield. The baptism was in the house of Mr. 
Beck, as I could not obtain permission to baptise my own child pub- 
licly. About the end of January, Mrs. T. caught cold. Dr. Wehr 
advised us to goto Stellenbosch, &c. which we did, but my wife grew 
worse, and evidently was approaching to death. On the day after our 
return three physicians declared to me that the disorder was a quick 
consumption; and onthe 13th of March, between 4 and 5 in the 
afternoon, she died, aged about 28 years. Such an event as this 
makes anew period in my life, and produces such feelings that I 
seem only now to begin to be a disciple of Christ. Mrs. Thom was 
enabled to glorify God in her sickness. She never once complained; 
never once said she suffered. In the beginning, her heart was mine, 
and mine was her’s. Our souls were fixed on one object, the salva- 
tion of the heathen. 

“The Gosnel is never seen in its full beauty till we approach the 
invisible world, and are sunk into the deepest affliction. So I found 
it; and that which I had preached for seven years I now experimen- 
tally know to be reality. The six days previous to her death | was in 
unutterable grief; but after praying to God in much faith, that I 
might be strengthened to do my duty as a minister of Christ to my 
dear dying wile, I felt my mind no more ‘sorrowtul; but spoke and 
prayed with as much composure as if J were a stranger. Her state 
of mind was in general peculiarly delightful; more so than I expect- 
ed. Such expressions as these she uttered shortly before her death; 
“God is my Father; Christ is my eldest brother; and the Spirit is my 
Comforter.” “Why weep for me; I go home.” “These are the 
happlest moments of my life.” “Blessed Jesus; come, Lord Jesus; 
come quickly.” Two hours before her decease she asked for the 
child, kissed him, and said with great emphasis: “This child I re- 
ceived from God, and I give him up again into the hands of the 
lather, the Son and the Holy Spirit:” and then asked Mrs. Beck to 
take care of him. She addressed our own servants, (that she made 
free at marriage,) and all the slaves of the house, thanking them for 
all their attentions, and besought them to prepare for death. Toa 
Mahometan woman she said, “See how much better my religion is 
than yours; I long for death.” Mrs. T. never was a woman that 
spoke much; but at death she was not silent. She reproved me fre- 
quently and said; Why wecp? believe you not in God and in Christ?” 
As usual, she spoke the different languages, English to me, Dutch to 
Mr. and Mrs. Beck, Portuguese and Malay to the servants and 
shaves. Indeed, at last, I could have leit this world with her, and 
longed todepart. Death has lost its terror now tome. The glorious 
Gospel that I have preached in different parts of the earth, and in 
various tongues, appears to me a thousand times more suitable to the 
wants ofmen. I had fond hopes that she would have succeeded to 
Mrs. Smith; but she is gone. <A score of plans are at present laid 
aside, which we had formed for the good of the heathen and others. 

“Now I would leave her dust, and turn to the living. Since you 
left this place a spot of land has been offered to the Missionary So- 
clety fora Chapel, Mr. Shepherd, a merchant, jleit by will 1000 riz 
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dollars for the same object; and a gentleman has given 500. The 
ground and donations altogether amount to about 7,000. What will 
be done as to this object it is difficult to say; but a place of worshi 
we must have, as 1 can only preach once a week in the chapel be- 
Joning to the Dutch Society. There is much opposition from various 
quarters. Mr. McKennv was obiiged to leave this for Ceylon. He 
could never obtain permission to preach once. God, I trust. will 
bring good out of this evil. When my beloved wife was alive, [ 
preached in my own hired house five times in Dutch, and in the 
chapel twice in English, every week; but now, as I shall net be al- 
Jowed so much salary. I must give up nearly all my exertions in 
Dutch, as I cannot out of my salary hire a house to jive in. 

“Twenta journey last year of near 1,000 miles into the darkest 
parts of the colony, where never had been any teacher before; and in 
some other parts no teacher had been for these 16 years, Numbers 
had never heard so much asthe name of Christ; anda few I met 
with that had no idea of God at all. The farmers, as usual, were in 
general very kind. I suffered much in this journey for want of the 
necessaries of life, and being obliged to sleep sometimes behind a 
bush in the desert. 

Four missionaries are gone into the interior from England. One 
is a minister; the other three are mechanics, but very pious able 
men. Two are gone to Liatakoo; one to the Cafires; and another is 
at Bethelsdorp. Some hundreds have been added last year to the 
churches by baptism; and civilization, parucularly at Theopolis, High 
Kraal and Zuur-brak adyances. At Bethelsdorp, 1 hear there are 

many added to the church. Mr. Ulbricht, amis sionary at Theopolis, 
is very ill; he is a man that is not much known, but has been very 
useful, and is at the head of the mission. Mr. Albricht, as you may 
have heard, is dead. 

“This year we shall be able to raise {ull 4.000 rix dollars among 
the farmers for the mission. Religion is taking deep root among 
them, and prejudices begin to subside; but Cape Town is as immoral 
and irreligious as before, and all seems dead, as to vital piety, save 
among the military, a few Dutch people, and a handfui of slaves and 
people of color. But I hope there are good things in reserve. 

“IT Jately received six cases of Bibles sentin lieu of those taken 
and carried into Boston. We are delighted to hear that the Massa- 
chusetts Bibie Society helped to check the flood of eviis attendant 
upon war. This brings to my mind painful facts. In the fatal affair 
before New Orleans twenty-two ot the members of our church here 
fell, including an elder of the church in the regiment, (the 93d 
highlanders.) and forty-six were wounded. Qvut of the origina] hum- 
bers 159. [members of the church regularly formed in that regiment] 
only about 40 survived the campaign. One of the elders who ‘ost his 
leg, and lay on the field of battle among the dyi ll & and the dead trom 
morning ull sunset, says, that he heard many around bim speak of 
the happy days spent here, and that my name was on the lips of 

many a few minutes before they expired From ail accounts 1 ain 
disposed to think, that many were pious who did not belong to the 
church; and from the above, lam sure they thought in their last 
moments on a better name than mine; for | directed then, to Jesus, 
the blessed Christ. You may easily suppose how painful this affair 
has becn to me, to lose so many of my brave and pious counuymen, 
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and many of my own spiritual children. O that the Gospel might 
take deep root in the hearts of the rulers of the world, and then they 
would learn the art of war no more. A Mahometan said to me a 
month or two ago, “How comes it to pass, that Europeans are said 
to be ali Christians, and yet they hate one another?” 

«But I must conclude. I have received only your letter from Amer- 
icae When you goto Andover present my most affectionate regards 
to ail the missionary brethren there, and to all the professors. Ler 
me know if I can serve them. None of the American missionaries 
touched here. Mr Money, of Bombay, was here last year, and gave 
me a bright character of the abilities and piety of the American mis- 
sionaries at Bombay. J have written them. Mr. Hail wrote me. 
] lately (five days before Mrs. Thom’s death) received a copy of me- 
moirs of Mrs. Newell from a friend in London, which greatly pre- 
pared me for the event that afterwards took place. 

“Present my regards to all the friends of Christ every where’ I 
know we in Africa have the prayers of thousands. Now may God 
keep you and biess you. Sce to it my dear friend, that you live under 
the power of religion, and that Jesus is your friend. 

Faithfully and sincerely 
Yours, 
GeorcGE Tuowx.’’ 


We insert here the concluding part of a letter from Mr. Thom to 
the Rey. John Campbell} as published in the London Evangelical 
Magazine for August last. 


“The loss I have sustained I may well say is a public one. We 
were attached to each other from many motives. As God was pleased 
to use me as the chief instrument in leading her mind into a full and 
accurate view of the evil of sin, andthe glory of the Savior; and as 
slie possessed not a common share of talent in four or five languages, 
and this she willingly consecrated to the Cross and the Heathen;— 
these, with many other motives and reasons, united us in the hands 
ol affection; but strong as these bands were, God made both her and 
me willing that they should be loosened by death, after many days of 
painful feelings on both sides. 

The death of Mrs. T. has suspended, in a considerable degree, my 
exertions among the Heathen at present. Our church is increasing 
in number, and [ hope in piety. 

I may mention that Mrs. Thom was interred in the same burial- 
cround where lie the remains of Dr. Vanderkemp and Mr. Albricht. 
‘bie Lord’s Day after her ¢ ath, 1 was enabled to preach from Psalm 
KXxIx. 9. “I was dumb, and opened nei my mouth, because thou didst 
it;”’ and the Lord’s Day following her funeral-s¢::uon, at her dying 
request, from that remarkable passage, Rev. xxi, 1—4. “And I sawa 
new Heaven and a new earth,” &c. At the last service, the lower 
part of the chapel was crowded both by the most respectabie of the 
English and Dutch inhabitants. Iam yours, &c. 

Gzo. Tuom. 

P S. Lhear that Messrs. vans and Hamilton are safely arrived at 
Grigua Town. Messrs. Nurquard and Bartlett are now, I suppose, 
half way to Pella. One Baptist and four Methodist missionaries 
couched here last week, and sailed yesterday for Ceylon. I was 
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happy that it was in my power to assist these worthy brethren, May 
God make them abundantly useful! Mr. Shaw, a Methodist mission- 
"7: is come here to labor in this town; and the former missionary, 
a very worthy man, Mr. M‘Kenny, from the same society, left this for 
Ceylon, not being allowed to preach here, after staying for more than 
ayear. I hope Mr. Shaw willbe more successful. There is room 
enough for us all; and I shall assist him as much as in my power. 


G. T.” 
THE SHASON. 


Iv may be useful, at the close of the year, to spend a few moments 
in contemplaung the remarkable season, which our country, and 
many other parts of the world, if not the whole world, experienced 
during the last spring, summer, and autumn. 

So early as April it was observed that the weather was uncommon- 
ly cold, and vegetation extremely backward. Atthe city of Wash- 
ington, the early fruit wees, after the blossoms had expanded, re- 
mained apparently stationary for three or four weeks. At the same 
time, there was anextreme drought in many parts of the country; 
ewing to which fires raged among woods, fences, &c. in several 
places, particularly in New Jersey, and on Long Island. In May, 
there was a good supply of rain in most parts of New England; but 
in other parts of the country, the earth was not thoroughly wet from 
March to July; in others still, there was no abundant rain from May 
to November; anc, in these places, the drought in July and in 
October was more severe than has been known in the memory of 
man. In both the months last named, there were extensive fires in 
the northern parts of New York; and in October fires raged with 
ercat fury in New Hampshire and the District of Maine. The whole 
atmosphere was hhiled with smoke for several hundred miles, so that, 
for many days, the sun was entirely obscured in some places, and in 
ethers appeared as if seen through a smoked glass. In the course 
of the season, almost every place in the United States was visited 
with drought. It was quite different in Europe, all the western parts 
ef which were drenched with continual rains, especially in June, 
July, and September. 

But the most remarkable feature of the season was its coldness. 
On the 6th, 7th and 8th of June, it snowed throughout the greater 
part of New England, and in the northern and western parts of New 
York. On the &th it snowed in England and Germany. Only a few 
Rakes were observed in Boston and the vicinity. It was extremely 
guid, at the same time, on the ocean, near the Havanna. About 
the middle of June, forest trees, and vegetation generally, were nearly 
a month more backward than commen; and certainly a month more 
backward than in several years, which were so distinctly remembered 
as that an accuryte Comparison could be made. We are speaking of 
the northern parts of New England. At Quebec, where vegetation 
comes forward very rapidly, at the first of July the season was three 
weeks beh ind its ordinary state. In the viciuity of Boston, Indian 
corn looked finely about the middle of August, and it was quite as 
forward as at the same time in 1812, The prospect was, that it 
‘ ould ripen extensively, if frost should be kept off ull near the close 

September. The fact, however, was quite othcrwise. It scarcely 
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appeared to ripen at all in September; the frosts came on the 27th 
and 28th of that month; and there was an entire failure of the crop, 
throughout all the northern part of the United States. Even where 
the September frosts did not destroy it, very little progress was 
made in ripening. On corn planted the 4th of May, ears were found 
just fit to roast at the close of October. The loss of this crop will be 
very severely felt, and would be still more severely, had not wheat, 
rye, barley and oats been unusually good. In some parts of the coun- 
try the superabundance of these kinds of grain will more than supply 
the deficiency of Indian corn. The crop of hay was nearly cut off in 
many places. So early as July, 45 dollars a ton were paid for it in the 
city of New York, and on the Niagara frontier. At the latter place, 
the price in ordinary years is from 5 to 7 dollars. 

The season was remarkable, also, for its untimely frosts, which 
were observed in every month. Those particularly remembered 
were on the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, bith, and 30th of June; the Ist, 9th, 
and 18th of July; and the 22d and 29th of August. There is neither 
record nor tradition of so many, and so destructive frosts, in the same. 
months, in the course of a single ycar. In some places, three suc- 
cessive plantings of corn were killed by frost. 

In most parts ot Europe the harvests were very late, and much 
injured by the autumnal rains. 

The existence of such unseasonable cold, has given rise toa variety 
ef conjectures as to the cause. The spots in the sun, or rather some 
unknown causes which produced those spots, suggest the most pro- 
bable method of accounting for the extraordinary deficiency of solar 
heat. The fact, that much fess heat reached this earth from the sun, 
than in common seasons, is almost universally admitted as undeniable. 
Many years ago, Dr Herschel was of opinion, that large spots in the 
sun were attended with a deficiency of solar heat. Whether the 
same Causes will exist in future seasons, isa problem which cannot 
be solved by man. 

The contemplative Christian will regard this remarkable Provi- 
dence with a disposition equally remote trom the fool-hardy presump- 
tion of some, and the superstitious fears of others. That God has 
expressed his displeasure towards the inhabitants of the earth, by 
withholding the ordinary rains and sunshine, cannot be reasonably 
doubted. Many districts of our own country are greatly impover- 
ished; and though we hope that famine will not be experienced in 
any part of it, very considerable privations will certainly be felt. 
In Europe, the people must suffer much more than in any part of 
this country. That the sufferings of ail may be mitigated, so faras 
shall cousist with their permanent good, and with the purposes of the 
Divine government, should be the constant prayer of the Christian. 
During the cold weather of June and July we had an opportunity of 
observing how the minds of people were affected. A general gloom 
was evident, and a general conviction that men are really dependent 
upon God. May this conviction become more deep and abiding, and 
prodace its proper influence on the hearts and lives of all, 









































































































































A Chronological Table for 1815. 


A CHRONOLOGICAL ‘TABLE 


OF NEMARKABLE EVENTS, WHICH OCCURRED IN THE yrAaRn 1815, 






Jan. 1. The British advance to the attack of our intrenchments, before New Orleans, 
but are compelled to retire from their breast-works, which they had thrown up about 
600 yards from our lines. 

2. ‘Che Naiional Bank bill rejectedin I. R. 81 to 81, the Speaker’s vote making the 
numbers equal. 

3. National Bank bill re-considered, and re-committed, in H. R. 

4. ‘The Hartford Convention rose. 

6. National Bank bl passed in H. R. as amended, 129 to 38. 

8. The British repulsed from before New Orleans, in an attack on our intrenchments 
with great loss. American loss trifling. The British*had 700 killed, 1400, wounded, and 
500 made prisoners.— 2,600 in all. 

12. Phe prize ship Gen. Wellesley wrecked off Charleston, (S.C.) Between 50 
and 60 Lasears and Seapoys, (nearly the whole crew) drowned. 

13. The British forees fand, and take St. Mary’s in Georgia. 

15. U.S. frigate President taken by a British sqaadron, after a chase of 14 hours, 
anda running fight of 6 hours. 

Loss of the Sylph, Brit sh sloop of war, 18 guns, capt. Dickens, by shipwreck on Long 
Island. Out of 117 souls on board, only 6 got safe to land. ' 

16. Report oi P. M. General against stopping the transportation of the mail on the 
Sabbath, Xe. 

i8. he British went on board their boats at New Orleans, and finally abandoned 
their attempt on that city. 

The British repulsed trom Fort St. Philip, after having bombarded it 8 days. 

20. ‘Lhe National Bank till finally passed the Senate U.S. and only waits the signa- 
fure of the President to become a law 

21. Mr. Dallas made a communication to Congress, stating the melancholy condition 
ef the ‘Ureasury:—Deficit ot last year above 13 millions—above 40,000,000 for the pre- 
sere vear sull to be provided tor, besides the sinking fund, &e. 

30. ‘The Pres. of the U.S. returns the Bank Biil to the Senate with his objections. 

$1. An extremely cold day—thermometer in Boston 16 below U—Purtland 19— 
Flailowell 54—Ulartford 5. 

In this month the Leeistatare of Connecticut made an act to seeure minors from en- 
lictment, when contrary to the will of Cheir porents. 

Feb. 10. H.R. acceptcd the Report in favor of carrying the mail on the Sabbath, 
$1 to 41. 

11. (ntelligence of PA ACK reached New York at 8 o’clockein the evening, In the 
British sloop of war Favorite. Yhe joytul tidings spread in every direction with a 
rapidity never before paralleled in this country. Expresses reached Boston at 8 o’clock 
on Monday worning, Uie 13th; Washington eitv by +in the afternoon of the same day; 
Portland before miduight, &e. &c. All the cities, towns and country were filled with 
almicst trar.tic yoy . 

17. ‘Treaty of Peace ratified by Senate of the U.S. and the Pres. 

18. A very violent snow-storm all over N. England. The Pres. of the U.S. issued a 
proclamation of the ratitication of the ‘Treaty. 

2. Report made to Congress by the Seeretary of State, relative to depredations of 
the Alverines. 

22. (rand celebration on aecount of Peace in Boston, and many other places. 

26. Bonaparte left F.lba, 

vs. ‘The U.S. trigate Constitution took the British ship Cyane, 34, and Levant, 21, 
after an action of 50 minutes. 

Bonaparte landed at Prejus in France. 

March 12. Fort Bowyer, at the entrance of Mobile Bay, surrendered to the British. 

13. ‘Phe Congress at Vienna declared Bonaparte an outlaw, and pledged all the 
grest powers ot burope to put him down. 

19. Phe King of France fled from Paris at the approsch of Bonaparte. 

20. Bonaparte entered Paris in triumph, after an absence of 11 months. 

23. The American sloop of war Hornet, mounting 20 gtins, took the British sloop of 
war Penguon, of 21 guns, after an action of 22 minutes. 

30. Ronenerte decreed the abolition of the African slave trace. 

April 6. “Lhe Ameriean prisoners at Dartmoor fired upon by the guard from the mis 
taken apprehension, that thoy were attempting to eseape-—7 killed, 31 wounded. 

May 21. Naples talon by the allied armies, and the power of Murat finally destroyed. 

June Q, Congress at Vienna closed. 

12. Bonaparte left Paris to engage in his final battles. 

16. A battle between the Prussians $0,000 aud French 130,000. Prussians defeated 
with a loss estimated at 16,000, 
can 
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18. An Algerine frigate of 44 guns and 600 men surrendered to the American 
squadron, On the same day an Algerine brig of war also surrendered. 

‘The great battle of Waterloo, which decided the fate of Bonaparte and his cause. 
He brought into the field a force of 120,000 choice troops, most of them veterans, and at 
11 o’clock A. M. commenced a series of attacks on the Duke of Wellington’s forces, 
umounting to 80,000. These attacks were repeated and sustained with great vigor for 
eight hours, when Wellington charged in his turn, and threw the whole French army into 
inextricable confusion. The defeat was total, and one of the most disastrous to be 
found in history. The British pursued the flying enemy till dark, and were succeeded 
by the fresh Prussian army under Blucher, who kept up the pursuit ail night with 
unsparing and immense slaughter. a 

21. Bonaparte returned to Paris after an absence of 8 days—army lost—politicat 
life ended. 

22. Bonaparte abdicated his throne in favor of his son, under the title of Napoleon IT. 

29. Bonaparte fled from Paris. 

Juiy 3. Commercial treaty between the U. S. and G. Britain signed in Londons 

4. Treaty made between the U. S. and the Dey of Algiers. 

8. Louis {8th returned to Paris. 

14. Bonaparte surrendered himself to Capt. Maitland of the British ship of war, 
Bellerophon, at Rochefort. 

August 11. Bonaparte embarks from England for St. Helena. 

$7. Treaty between the French and the Allicd Sovereigns in Paris. 

September 2. Treaty made between the U. S. and 8 Ludian tribes at Detroit. 

10. Guadaloupe captured by the British. 

19. Gen. Porlier made a feeble insurrection at Corunna in Spain. 

25. The violent tempestin N. E. 

26. The Holy League between the Emperors of Austria and Russia, and the King 
of Prussia, signed at Paris. 

October 2. Preliminary treaty between the Allied Powers and France, signed at Paris. 

13. Murat, King of Naples, condemned and executed. 

18. Bonaparte landed at St. Helena. 

23. American Missionaries sailed from Newburyport for Ceylon in the Dryad. 

November 20. Treaty between G. Britain, Russia, Prussia, Austria, signed at Paris. 

December 8. Marshal Ney exeeuted. 

20. Count Lavalette escapes trom prison the day before the one appointed for his 
execution. 

22. Commercial treaty withG. Britain ratified by the U.S. 


JOURNAL OF THE REV. GORDON HALL, MISSIONARY AT BOMBAY. 


Among other communications lately received by Dr. Worcester from the missionaries at 
Bombay is the following journal of a week’s services by Mr. Hall, given as a specimen 
of his ordinary labors. ile also transmitted an account of a week’s services in April 
last, whieh we expeet to insert in a future number. 


Nov. 19, 1815. Lord’s-day.—In the morning I spoke in four dif- 
ferent places to about seventy persons. In one of the places where 
I had not been before, I read a tract, and addressed about twenty. 
At Boolashwer, a famous temple, a Brahmin expressed great indig- 
nalion—threatened—and told me I should not come there. I spoke 
coolly to him, and he soon went off. apparently ashamed, and I con- 
tinued to speak to a number of people who were present. 

In the afternoon, I spoke in another place, where I had not before 
been, to abuut 20, mostly Catholics; also in four other places. At 
Momadave, a place celebrated for temples and the resort of Hindoo 
worshippers, I helda long discussion with some Brahmins in the midst 
of 60 or 70 people. As I came away a Brahmin toid me, that there was 
nobody there who could make a proper reply ta whatI had said. He 
inguired where | lived, and said he would bring a man, who would 
reply tome. I desired Limto doit. I spoke on religion also to twe 
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English pensioners, I lent a partof the Harmony of the Gospels to a 
Hindoo to read. I have spoken, in all to about 200 this day. 

The natives will sometimes ask questious so foreign from the sub- 
ject in hand, and so foolish, that it is not easy to answer the fool ac- 
cording to his folly. One came forward to-day, in the midst of the 
conversation, and gravely asked, “how many times the size of the 
ant is an elephant?” 

Monday, 20.—I have spoken in six different places, and in all, to 
more than 100 persons to-day. At one place I fell in with some 
Mussulmen. We immediately began a conversation on the subject 
of religion. Among other things I told them, that they were right 
in saying that there was but one God, and that they were wrong in 
not receiving Jesus Christ as their Savior; that ifthey continued to 
reject this Mediator, God would certainly reject them and their 
worship. I told them how Christ had loved us, and given himself to 
die forus. They replied, “How can this be true? Where is it 
written?” J told them in the Bible. They answered that this 
was not written. Here a Jew, who had fallen in, with about 20 
others, replied to the Mussulman, and said, that his (the Jew’s) Bible, 
and mine were the same; upon which a new discussion arose between 
the descendants of Sarah and Hagar, and as it was time for me to be 
in another place, I took my leave and went on. In the place to which 
I went next, I spoke to 50 or 60. Part of the time a few of them 
mocked and were noisy. It is one part of a missionary’s trials rightly 
io bear the impertinence, contradictions, insolence, an reproaches of 
men, who are sunk to the lowest degradation, both mental and moral- 
He needs to have bound upon bis band, and stamped on his heart, 
these weighty admonitions of the Apostle. 

“And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto 
all men, apt to teach, patient; In meckness instructing those that op- 
pose themselves; 1£ God peradventure will give them repentance to 
the acknowledging of the truth. And that they may recover them- 
selves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 
his will.’ “For consider him that endured such contradiction of 
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” 

Tuesday, 2}—To-day I have spoken in several places to about 100 
people. Six or eight of them were Jews. In one place I addressed 
a considerable number, in front of a large temple, where a woman 
was fulfilling a vow to the idol, by giving it half a dozen small lamps, 
some clarified butter, cocoanuts, rice, flowers, &e. I afterwards read 
and expounded in the midst of 40 or 50, a tract which I have just 
finished. It was at a place where I have seated myself about sun-set, 
every evening for a month past. As I proceeded, some agitation 
arose among the people, and one or two cried out, “come awey from 
him—come away.” But the greater part were disposed to remain 
and listen to the word. Some thing like this has repeatedly taken 
place for two or three days past, when I have been at the temples; 
but nothing of the kind has before been observe: by me. I view it 
as an encouragement rather than otherwise, and as a proof that they 
understand me, and probably fecl some disquietude in their con- 
sciences. One blustered up, and said to me, “How many months 
have you been preaching to these people, and nobody has regarded 
vou.’ On my return home I fell in with some persons called sadues; 
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ij. e. washed from sin. I spoke to them of the blood of Christ, which 
cleanses from all sin. 

I am now reading an account of the Old Danish mission at Tran- 
quebar, in which I find much encovragement. I observe among 
other instances of great success, that in 1813, one whole village of 
40 families, with its chief, at once forsook their idolatry, broke down 
their idols, buried them deep in the earth, cleansed their heathen 
temples, converted them into Christian chapels, and were baptised 
in them. 

Wednesday, 22.—Walked out as usual at 4 o’clock, P. M. and 
spoke to 110 or 120 people. Ata small temple in the suburb, as I 
was reasoning with the officiating priest on the absurdity of idof*wor- 
ship, he replied, that it was so throughout the country, and that if 
they would throw away their idols at Momadave (the centre of idola- 
try in the island*) he would throw away Azs. 

I addressed some people at another place, where there were 
several hundreds of images, under one small shed, which served for 
atemple. The images were mostly made of wood. So far asI know, 
this temple is the only place on the island where sheep are sacrificed. 
Here, at some seasons, scores of them are offered up to wooden gods, 
in the compass of a few days. In the first place, the sheep is bought 
from the drove, at from half a rupee toa rupee and a half, according 
to its quality. It is led to the house of the persons, who are to offer 
it in sacrifice. Select guests assemble. Musicians are employed. 
Their ragged-sounding instruments begin the hideous clang. They 
consecrate the victim by besmearing his head with several kinds of 
coloring stuff, such as they apply to their owg bodies for religious 
purposes. They also compel it to drink some toddy, (a kind of 
liquor extracted from the palm-tree.) The persons more immedi- 
ately concerned in the offering prostrate themselves before the vic- 
tim, with the same reverence with which they bow before their gods. 
Considerable time is spent in this way. In the mean while, three or 
four females prepare each of them two or three earthen pots, one 
placed upon the mouth of the other; all whimsically painted, and in 
the top-most ones are lighted torches. Thus, all things being ready, 
the band of music take the front; (for the heathen sound a truinpet 
before them when they perform any special religious service;) the 
females, with their pots and torches upon their heads, are next in 
rank, and a confused train of men, women and children together with 
the victim, complete the procession, The music is struck up with 
redoubled violence, and all start for the temple. A number of per- 
sons accompany the procession through the streets, who are employ- 
ed to dance, yell, play, and perform a variety of tricks, which are 
childish and ridiculous, indecent and disgusting. When they arrive 
at the temple, the whole procession with the victim, march round it 
severaltimes. Then the victim is brought in front of the idols, 
where the same ceremonies are performed as at the house of the 
sacrificer. After this, the head ef the victim is severed from the 
body, and placed before the idol. The belly is also opened, anda 
part of the liver is taken eut and offered in like manncr. Then the 
procession return and feast upon the flesh of the animal. ‘Their sa- 


* Our readers will bear in mind that Bombay is on an island, though so near the 
fontinert as almost to s¢em a part of it Ep. 
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crifices are usually the fulfilment of some vow which has been made 
to the idois. 

Thursday, 23.—-To-day I have spoken in five or six places to about 
100 of the heathen. I saw a man dragging out of a house, by the 
hair of her head, a woman, whom I suppose to be his wife. Similar 
instances of abuse very frequently occur. 

One man sought of me medical assistance for a sick woman. Such 
applications are not unfrequent, and I am happy te say, that in some 
instances I have rencered essential benefit. From my own observa- 
tion I have no doubt, that many of the people perish miserably 
through want of medical aid. 

Friday, 24.—I have spoken in several places to 110 or 120 people, 
and lent three Mairatta tracts. Atone place three Catholics were 
present, and abor.. 20 heathens. I addressed my discourse to the 
Catholics, and took occasion to say all that I wished to say about the 
salvation that is in Christ Jesus, which was attended with this ad- 

antage, that the heathen heard attentively and without making those 
tedious replies and contradictions to which they are sadly inclined. 

From 8 to 9 in the evening I spent in the house of a heathen, 
where J read and explained a tract to a small company. 

Saturday, 25.——To-day I have spoken to about seventy persons, and 
in the course of the week to about 800 souls. Blessed be God for 
the privilege! I have noticed a few persons who have seemed de- 
sirous to hear all that I had to say; so much so, indeed, that they have 
been constant at the stated place whither I daily repair, and some 
have even followed me from one place to another. But alas! when I 
fix my eyes only upon the people, all is dark as night. But when- 
ever by faith lam mercifully enabled to look to the Sun of righteous- 
ness, all is light as noon. How great, how precious are the pro- 
mises! Blessed is he that can trust in them. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 


In our number for October we gave an account of twe meetings 
in Boston to promote the objects of the American Bible Society. — 
On the 17th of October a meeting of inhabitants of Boston and the 
vicinity was held in the Representatives Chamber of the State. House, 
for the purpose of prosecuting the same design. Thomas L. Win- 
throp, Esq. was called to the chair, and the Rev. Mr. Winchell was 
appointed Secretary. 2 
A resolution was passed approving of the constitution and objects 
of the American Bible Society; and a committtee of ten was ap- 
pointed to unite with a committee of the Massachusetts Bible Society 
in devising measures tor affording patronage to the National Insti- 
tution. 
The Committee entered on the duties assigned them, and invited 
another general meeting, the proceedings of which aré as follows: 
At a meeting of members of the Legislature, and other gentlemen 
from different parts of the Commonwealth, convened in the Repre- 
sentatives Room at the State-House, on Friday evening, Dec. 6, for 
the purpose of adopting measures for recommending the American 
Bible Society to the patronage and support of the pubiic; His Ex- 
cellency the Governor in the chair; the constitution of the American 
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Bible Socicty having been read, the subsequent resolutions, with the 
preamble, after a debate of some Jength, were unanimously adopted. 
PREAMBLE. 

Having witnessed the unparalleled exertions which have been 
made, within a few years past, to distribute the Holy Scriptures in 
many languages, among the poor and destitute throughout several 
great and populous nations; having seen a great multitude of Chris- 
tians of ail denominations, and scattered over both continents, embark- 
ing in the sublime enterprise of giving to every individual of the 
human race the Bible in hisown language; and having recently be- 
held in our own country the institution of a national society which 
from its suitableness to awaken public attention by the magnitude of 
its plans and operations; from the ease and efficiency with which it 
can print and distribute large editions of the Scriptures; from the 
facilities which it will pogsess for ascertaining the want of che Bible, 
in different and remote parts of our widely extended territory; from 
the resources which it may ultimately enjoy for the dissemination of 
the Scriptures through the whole American continent, and in other 
parts of the world; and from its tendency to unite the truly benevo- 
lent among us in the pursuit of a great common object, and to har- 
monize Christians of various denominations, in one grand labor of 
Jove, seems destined to receive, as it well deserves, the good wishes, 
the prayers, and the warm support of all the friends of the Buble and 
of human happiness: 

1. Resolved, That we regard these exertions with lively interest 
and devout thankfulness; that we most cordially approve of the form- 
ation of the American Bible Society, and that we will gladly co-ope- 
rate, as we have opportunity, in all such measures as may tend to In- 
crease and extend its usefulness. 

2. Resolved, That we consider it as an auspicious circumstance, 
that the Massachusetts Bible Society and other Bible Societies in 
this Commonwealth, have connected themselves with the National 
Society upon the terms proposed in its constitution, and have thus 
become in af important sense, its auxiliaries; that these local suci- 
cties afford the readiest method of remitting funds to the general 
society, and, in their turn, are the most effectual distributors of the 
Bibie to the destitute within their respective spheres of action; and 
that it appears to us highly desirable, that Bible Societies, which 
have not yet connected themselves with the national institution, 
should place themselves in a condition to conler and receive the 
benefits of this relation. 

3. Kesolved, That we earnestly recommend the formation of Bible 
Societies in counties or other convenient districts of this Common- 
wealth, where such institutions do not already exist, with the inten- 
tion that these societies, hereafter to be formed, shall connect them- 
selves with the national institution, 

4. Kesolved, That we recommend the establishment of a Branch 
Society in every town, and of a Bible Association in every neighbor- 
hood, to which persons in moderate circumstances may contribute a 
small sum periodically, so that these channels of beneficence may 
afford to every man a regular conveyance for his charity to the treas- 
ury of some Auxiliary Society, and thus may be exhibited the im- 
posing spectacle of a whole community engaged, with onc heart and 
ene mind, in the same exalted work of benevolence. 
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5. Resolved, That we recommend to the clergy, and to all others 
who may have the opportunity and the means, to diffuse as widely as 
possible information on this important subject, that the great want 
of Bibles may be known, proper measures be taken to supply these 
wants, and the public be excited to exertions corresponding to the 
exigency of the case and the value of the gift intended to be bestowed. 

After the adoption of these resoiutions, the following votes were 
passed unanimously. 

Voted, That Alden Bradford, esq. Rev. William E. Channing, 
Jonathan H. Lyman, esg. the Secretary, and Gen. John Whiting, be 
a committee to adopt such measures as they may deem proper fop 
carrying these resolutions into effect. 

Voted, That the Secretary be requested to cause the proceedings 
of this meeting to be published in the several newspapers in this 
town, and that he transmit an attested copy to the Secretary of the 
american Bible Society. 

Voted, That the thanks of the meeting be given to his Excellency 
the Governor, for consenting to preside on this occasion. 

The mecting was then disselved. 

Attest, CuHanrLes Lowe t,Secretary of the meeting, 

The Committee above named have thought best to subjoin the 
plan of a Branch Society anda Bible Association, swch as is recom- 
mended in the above resolutions with a few remarks. 

BRANCH SOCIETY. 

Introductory remarks—The present age is distinguished by a 
truly Christian zeal to distribute the Holy Scriptures. Never before 
were SO many nations and so many hearts united ina work of benev- 
olence. Christians in every quarter of the globe are now offering 
their prayers, and contributing their substance, for the extension of the 
Bible to every tribe and every family under heaven. The friends of 
this design will learn with pleasure, that during the last year, a Na- 
tional Bible Society has been instituted in this country, and they are 
requested to avail themselves of the attention and interest which this 
measure has excited, for the purpose of securing a more extensive 
patronage to iis godlike charity. It is recommended that Bible So- 
cieties be formed in counties where none at present exist, and that 
Branch Societies be formed in towns where their operations will be 
thought usetul. The plan of a Branch Society is subjoined to these 
yemarks. Insuch a work, who will not beara part? Who that has 
crunk into the spirit of Jesus Christ, will not bless God for an op- 








portunity of communicating the Bible, that inestimable treasure, to 
his destitute teilow beings? | 
PLAN» 


}. Tils Society shall be called the Branch Society of the town of 
2. All Persons subsenbing annually, or upwards, or 
of UpwarGs, at one time, shall be members of this Society. 

S- The business of the Society shall be conducted by a president, 
vice-president, treasurer, secretary, and a committee of other 
memuvers, of whom shall constitute 'a quorum. 

4. The ofncers of the Society shail meet quarterly, or oftener if 
necessary, on some day to be fixed by themselves, at which meeting 
the committee shall make a report of their proceedings. 

5. The committee shall soticit subscriptions, collect the money, 
and pay it co the trgasurer of the Society. 
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6. The treasurer shall take charge. of the money collected by the 
committee till it is disposed of as hereafter provided for, and his ac- 
counts shall be examined by a committee appointed by the Society, 
which committee shall report to the Society at their subsequent an- 
nual mecting. 

7. The Secretary shall record the doings of the officers and of the 
society. 

8. The surplus revenue of the society, after supplying the want of 
Bibles in their own town, shall be transmitted semi-annually to the 
Bible: Society of the county, if there be one, or to any other that may 
be more convenient. 

9. There shall be a general meeting of the society once a year, 
when the officers shall be chosen, and the other business of the 
society transacted. 

10. At the meeting of the society and of the officers, the president 
shall preside; in his absence the vice-president, in the absence of 
both, the treasurer, and if all of them are absent, the oldest member 
of the committee who is present. 

BIBLE ASSOCIATION. 

It is the excellence of institutions for distributing the Scriptures, 
that they are more extensive bonds of union, than ever before sub- 
sisted. Not only Christians of different denominations, but Chris- 
tians of every rank and condition, have met on this common ground. 
The sovereigns of Europe claim the honor of patronizing Bible So- 
cieties whilst the laboring classes by combining their efforts, are pro- 
moting, even more than sovereigns, this cause of God and mankind. 
It is an important fact, that the most opulent and efficient Bible So- 
ciety in the world derives a considerable part of its resources from 
individuals, whose annual subscriptions do not exceed a dollar. 
Thus Christians, whose circumstances are narrow, may bear an im- 
portant part in spreading the Gospel through the earth. ‘To give to 

such Christians this privilege, it is proposed that Bible Associations 
be formed in this Commonwealth, on the plan which has been found 
Most successful in Europe. ‘The constitution of such an association 
is annexed, and the friends of the Bible are desired to circulate and 
recommend it, so that this whole community may participate in the 
honor and happiness of diffusing that blessed volume, which is able 
tO make men wise unto salvation. 

1. This association shall be called the Bible Association, Ne. 
of the town of 


2. Every person subscribing one cent a week shall be a member of 


this society, the contributions to be paid semi-annually- 
o 


3. The concerns of the society shall be managed by atreasurer, 
secretary, and a committee of other members ol 


whom shall constitute a quorum. 

4. The officers of the seciety shall meet quarterly, or oftener if 
necessary, at which mecting the committee shall make a report of 
their proceedings. 

5. The committee shall solicit subscriptions, collect the money 
and pay it to the treasurer of the Association. 

6. The treasurer shall take charge of the money, and his accounts 
Shall be examined by a committee appointed by the socicty, whe 
shall make a report to the paaeaty annualiy. 

~. The secretary shall record the doings of the sccicty, and of the 
officers. 
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8. The subscriptions and donations shall be paid semi-annually to 
the Branch Society of the town (if there be one,) if not, to the nearest 
Bible Society, or to any other that may be more convenient. 

9. There shall be a meeting of the society once a ycar for the 
choice of officers, and the transaction of other business. 

10. At the meetings of the society and of the officers, the treasurer 
shall preside, and in his absence, the oldest member of the committee 
present. 

N. B. It is desirable that such an arrangement should be made, 
between the Branch Society and the Bible Association in each town, 


as that the money collected by each, may be paid to the County Bible 
Society at the same time. 


FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY OF NORTHAMPTON AND THE NEIGH- 
BORING TOWNS. 


This Society held its annual meeting at Williamsburgh, on the 8th. 
ef October last, when the following gentlemen were chosen officers 
for the ensuing year; viz. 

Rev. Joserpn Lyman, D. D. President, 
Rev. Sotomon WituraMs, Vice-President, 
How. Jostan Dwicut, Esq. Treasurer, 
Dr. Dante. Stessins, Secretary, 

Jona. H. Lyman, Esq. Auditor, 

‘fhe annual report of the Committee gives a very lucid account of 
the present designs and prospects of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, and of numerous encouraging facts 
in reference tothe missionary cause. It closes with the following 
paragraphs: 

“Multiplied are the efforts of God’s people to impart the blessings, 
which they themselves enjoy, unto their fellow men, who are perish- 
ing in spiritual darkness. God has owned their labours of love, and 
rewarded their pious zeal and liberality, by giving success to their 
efforts and supplications; and especially by pouring out his Holy 
Spirit amiong those who have been the most active in these benevo- 
lent exertions. A recompense of spiritual} blessings has, in copious 
streams, returned into their own bosoms. 

‘Blessed be God, that he has continued, unabated, the zeal and lib- 
evality of the members and patrons of this Society. In the midst 
of the pecuniary enbarrassments of the present time, the active and 
productive zeal and constancy of this Society remains unimpaired. 
Their supplies flow, freely, into the treasury of Christ, ina humble 
walling hope, that the Father’s promise to his Son will soon be ac- 
complished, when he shall receive the heathen for his inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession. 

«Let, then, abl the friends of Jesus, all the friends of perishing im- 
mortals, combine their hearts, their hands and their prayers in pro- 
mony the enlargement of the Redecmer’s kingdem in the salvation 
uf souis. Let them never cease their God-liike purpose and enter- 


prise until the Gospel shall be preached to every creature; until Zhe 
Stone cut out of the mountain without hands shall grow and become 
great and hil the whole earth; unul our Jesus shall reign King of ne- 
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